MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR: Ben Boynton, 35

Rotarian galvanizes organization
to help poor children in Kenya

By LALIRA AMMERMAN
Palm Beach Fear Sioff Witer

Ben Boynton's trip to Kenya
last summer &til] affocts s lfe —
from the way he raises his children
o the volunteer project he's lead-
0y

Boynion, 33, thok the two-week
trip im June with hiz wife, Joanna.
While in Kenya, the Wellington
residents went to three national
parks, participated in photo safaris
and visited the compound of Strest
Children's Assistance Network of
Nakuru,

“Our experience there has in-
fluenced a ot of our daiby lives
over time," sakd Boynion, who has
two children, ages 2 and 4.
“There's hardly a week that goes
by that we don't have & small dis-
cussion about some aspect af it.”

The couple sponsors three chil
dren through SCANN, an organiza-
tion that provides housing, educa-
tion, health care and food to mpoy-
erished children.

“Tn Adrica, kids the ages of 3
and 4 and 5 literal'y live on the
streets,” said Boveton, a financial
adviser at Raymord James Finan-
cial Services Inc. “This organiza-
tion takes the kids off the street.
The main emphasis is to get them
educated.”

During the trip, the Bovntons
Rl b meed Uhe e boys ey
help support.

“They had written us letters in
the past, and 20 it was nice for all
of us to put faces together with
past correspondence, " Boynton
sdld. “We get thelr repart cards ev
ery quarter, and we had noticed
one of the bays, his grades had
gone downhll a little bit and so it
Just gave us an cpportunity to talk
to him on & personal level, private-
Iy, and just encourage him o work
on them.”

All of the children at SCANN
are boys, Bovynton sald, because
voung girls in Nakur often have
other opportunities to take care of
themselves, including baby-=itting,
and don't end up cn the street as
often as boys do.

The trip spurred Boynton into
action. He's a member of the Well-
ington Rotary Club, of which he
was president for two years, and
his wife works with the Boys &
Girls Club of Wellington and Palms
West Chamber of Commerce.
Their presentations about their
Kenya trip to locol organizetions
inspired others to want Lo help,
Bowynion launched an effort
through the Wellington Rotary
Cluby to send money to SCANN.

SCANN leaders and Rotary
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Club members in Nakuru decided
what they needed maost was a wall
arcund SCANN'S small complex to
keep out thieves who steal food
that the childrzn grow.

“Thizy grow what we call corn
— they call it maize — and banan-
a5 and other vegetables that we
don't even gros here," Boynton

said, “It's a Facre campus and | be-

lieve about twe to three acres are
in crops. They literally grow the
fooed to consume themselves, not
to sell or anvthing.”

Thie wall will cost 540,000 1o
250,000, Boynton aned his fellow
Rotarians are trving to raise meney
through Rotary International, te
worldwide network of Rotary
clubs

“We're just in the process of ap-
plying for the (Rotary) grants and
all,” Doynton sakd. “We feel that
pnce we get the matching grants,
we will be fairly close to having
completed it, but that may take an
entire year.”
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Aftar a tip to Kerya
last summer,
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et the club 1o raise
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