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When it comes to your finances,
you might easily overlook some
of the numbers that really count.
Here are four to pay attention to
now that might really matter in
the future.

1. Retirement plan contribution rate
What percentage of your salary are you
contributing to a retirement plan? Making
automatic contributions through an
employer-sponsored plan such as a 401(k) or
403(b) plan is an easy way to save for
retirement, but this out-of-sight, out-of-mind
approach may result in a disparity between
what you need to save and what you actually
are saving for retirement. Checking your
contribution rate and increasing it periodically
can help you stay on track toward your
retirement savings goal. .

Some employer retirement plans let you sign up
for automatic contribution rate increases each
year, which is a simple way to bump up the
percentage you're saving over time. In addition,
try to boost your contributions when you receive
a pay raise. Consider contributing at least
enough to receive the full company match (if
any) that your employer offers.

2. Credit score
When you apply for credit, such as a mortgage,
a car loan, or a credit card, your credit score is
one of the tools used by lenders to evaluate
your creditworthiness. Your score will likely
factor into the approval decision and affect the
terms and the interest rate you'll pay.

The most common credit score that creditors
consider is a FICO© Score, a three-digit
number that ranges from 300 to 850. This score
is based on a mathematical formula that uses
information contained in your credit report. In
general, the higher your score, the lower the
credit risk you pose.

Each of the three major credit reporting
agencies (Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion)
calculates FICO® scores using different
formulas, so you may want to check your
scores from all three (fees apply). It's also a
good idea to get a copy of your credit report at

least annually to check the accuracy of the
information upon which your credit score is
based. You're entitled to one free copy of your
credit report every 12 months from each of the
three credit reporting agencies. You can get
your copy by visiting annualcreditreport.com.

3. Debt-to-income ratio
Your debt-to-income ratio (DTI) is another
number that lenders may use when deciding
whether to offer you credit. A DTI that is too
high might mean that you are overextended.
Your DTI is calculated by adding up your major
monthly expenses and dividing that figure by
your gross monthly income. The result is
expressed as a percentage. For example, if
your monthly expenses total $2,200 and your
gross monthly income is $6,800, your DTI is
32%.

Lenders decide what DTIs are acceptable,
based on the type of credit. For example,
mortgage lenders generally require a ratio of
36% or less for conventional mortgages and
43% or less for FHA mortgages when
considering overall expenses.

Once you know your DTI, you can take steps to
reduce it if necessary. For example, you may
be able to pay off a low-balance loan to remove
it from the calculation. You may also want to
avoid taking on new debt that might negatively
affect your DTI. Check with your lender if you
have any questions about acceptable DTIs or
what expenses are included in the calculation.

4. Net worth
One of the key big-picture numbers you should
know is your net worth, a snapshot of where
you stand financially. To calculate your net
worth, add up your assets (what you own) and
subtract your liabilities (what you owe). Once
you know your net worth, you can use it as a
baseline to measure financial progress.

Ideally, your net worth will grow over time as
you save more and pay down debt, at least until
retirement. If your net worth is stagnant or even
declining, then it might be time to make some
adjustments to target your financial goals, such
as trimming expenses or rethinking your
investment strategy.
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Future of the Federal Estate Tax
While no one can predict the future, the
possibility of tax reform is once again in the
spotlight. If it occurs, it may very well include
repeal of the federal estate tax and related
changes to the federal gift tax, the federal
generation-skipping transfer (GST) tax, and the
federal income tax basis rules.

History of the federal estate tax
In general, an estate tax is a tax on property a
person owns at death. In one form or another, a
federal estate tax has been enacted or
repealed a number of times since 1797.1

Estate tax enacted Estate tax repealed

1797 1802

1862 1872

1894 1902

1916 2010*

2011*

*For 2010, the estate tax was repealed, but
later retroactive legislation provided that an
estate could elect to be subject to estate tax in
return for a stepped-up (or stepped-down)
income tax basis for most property. The estate
tax was extended in 2011, with some changes.

The estate tax has undergone many changes
over the years, including the addition of a
federal gift tax and a federal GST tax during
modern times. A gift tax is a tax on gifts a
person makes while alive. A GST tax is a tax on
transfers to persons who are two or more
generations younger than the transferor. In
recent years, property owned at death has
generally received an income tax basis stepped
up (or down) to fair market value at death.

During the 2000s, the estate, gift, and GST tax
rates were substantially reduced, and the gift
and estate tax lifetime exclusion and the GST
tax exemption were substantially increased.
The estate tax and the GST tax, but not the gift
tax, were scheduled for repeal in 2010
(although certain sunset provisions would bring
them back unless Congress acted), but
legislation extended the estate tax and the GST
tax in 2011. (For 2010, the estate tax ended up
being optional and the GST tax rate was 0%.)
The gift and estate tax lifetime exclusion and
the GST tax exemption were increased to
$5,000,000 and indexed for inflation in later
years. For 2013, the top estate, gift, and GST
tax rate was increased to 40%, and the
extension and modifications were made
"permanent."

2017 Estate Planning Key Numbers

Annual gift tax
exclusion

$14,000

Gift tax and estate tax
basic exclusion
amount

$5,490,000

Noncitizen spouse
annual gift tax
exclusion

$149,000

Generation-skipping
transfer (GST) tax
exemption

$5,490,000

Top gift, estate, and
GST tax rate

40%

Federal estate tax
Repeal of the estate tax seems possible once
again. If repeal occurs, it could be immediate or
gradual as during the 2000s. Would it be
subject to a sunset provision, so that the estate
tax would return at a later time? All of this may
depend on congressional rules on the
legislative process, other legislative priorities,
and the effect the legislation would have on the
budget and the national debt.

Federal gift tax
If the estate tax is repealed, the gift tax may
also be repealed. However, it is possible that
the gift tax would be retained as a backstop to
the income tax (as in 2010). To some extent,
the gift tax reduces the ability of individuals to
transfer property back and forth in order to
reduce or avoid income taxes.

Federal GST tax
If the estate tax is repealed, the GST tax would
probably be repealed (as in 2010). If the gift tax
is not repealed, it is possible that the lifetime
GST tax provisions would be retained, but the
GST tax provisions at death repealed.

Federal income tax basis
If the estate tax is repealed, it is possible that
the general income tax basis step-up (or
step-down) to fair market value at death would
be changed to a carryover basis (i.e., the
decedent's basis before death carries over to
the person who inherits the property). In 2010,
a modified carryover basis (a limited amount of
property could receive a stepped-up basis)
applied unless the estate elected to be subject
to estate tax. It is also possible that a
Canadian-style capital gain tax at death could
be adopted in return for a stepped-up basis for
the property.

The federal estate tax has
been enacted or repealed a
number of times over the
years, while undergoing
many changes. Tax reform,
including possible repeal of
the estate tax, is back in the
spotlight once again.

1 2015 Field Guide to Estate
Planning, Business Planning
& Employee Benefits
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The Health-Wealth Connection
It's a vicious cycle: Money is one of the greatest
causes of stress, prolonged stress can lead to
serious health issues, and health issues often
result in yet more financial struggles.¹ The clear
connection between health and wealth is why
it's so important to develop and maintain
lifelong plans to manage both.

The big picture
Consider the following statistics:

1. More than 20% of Americans say they have
either considered skipping or skipped going to
the doctor due to financial worries. (American
Psychological Association, 2015)

2. More than half of retirees who retired earlier
than planned did so because of their own
health issues or to care for a family member.
(Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2017)

3. Chronic diseases such as heart disease,
type 2 diabetes, obesity, and arthritis are
among the most common, costly, and
preventable of all health problems. (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, 2017)

4. Chronic conditions make you more likely to
need long-term care, which can cost anywhere
from $21 per hour for a home health aide to
more than $6,000 a month for a nursing home.
(Department of Health and Human Services,
2017)

5. A 65-year-old married couple on Medicare
with median prescription drug costs would need
about $265,000 to have a 90% chance of
covering their medical expenses in retirement.
(Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2017)

Develop a plan for long-term health ...
The recommendations for living a healthy
lifestyle are fairly straightforward: eat right,
exercise regularly, don't smoke or engage in
other risky behaviors, limit soda and alcohol
consumption, get enough sleep (at least seven
hours for most adults), and manage stress. And
before embarking on any new health-related
endeavor, talk to your doctor, especially if you
haven't received a physical exam within the
past year. Your doctor will benchmark important
information such as your current weight and
risk factors for developing chronic disease.
Come to the appointment prepared to share
your family's medical history, be honest about
your daily habits, and set goals with your
doctor.

Other specific tips from the Department of
Health and Human Services include:

Nutrition: Current nutritional guidelines call for
eating a variety of vegetables and whole fruits;
whole grains; low-fat dairy; a wide variety of
protein sources including lean meats, fish,
eggs, legumes, and nuts; and healthy oils.
Some medical professionals are hailing the
long-term benefits of the so-called
"Mediterranean diet." Details for a basic healthy
diet and the Mediterranean diet can be found at
health.gov/dietaryguidelines.

Exercise: Any physical activity is better than
none. Inactive adults can achieve some health
benefits from as little as 60 minutes of
moderate-intensity aerobic activity per week.
However, the ideal target is at least 150
minutes of moderate-intensity or 75 minutes of
high-intensity workouts per week. For more
information, visit health.gov/paguidelines.

... and long-term wealth
The recommendations for living a financially
healthy life aren't quite as straightforward
because they depend so much on your
individual circumstances. But there are a few
basic principles to ponder:

Emergency savings: The amount you need
can vary depending on whether you're single or
married, self-employed or work for an
organization (and if that organization is a risky
startup or an established entity). Typical
recommendations range from three months' to
a year's worth of expenses.

Retirement savings: Personal finance
commentator Jean Chatzky advocates striving
to save 15% of your income toward retirement,
including any employer contributions. If this
seems like a lofty goal, bear in mind that as
with exercise, any activity is better than none —
setting aside even a few dollars per pay period
can lead to good financial habits. Consider
starting small and then increasing your
contributions as your financial circumstances
improve.

Insurance: Make sure you have adequate
amounts of health and disability income
insurance, and life insurance if others depend
on your income. You might also consider
long-term care coverage.²

Health savings accounts: These
tax-advantaged accounts are designed to help
those with high-deductible health plans set
aside money specifically for medical expenses.
If you have access to an HSA at work, consider
the potential benefits of using it to help save for
health expenses.

"Always keep two things in
stock: crunchy vegetables and
an emergency savings
account."

Michael F. Roizen, MD, and
Jean Chatzky, personal finance
commentator

Authors of Ageproof: Living
Longer Without Running Out of
Money or Breaking a Hip

¹ American Psychological
Association, February 4,
2015; The Telomere Effect:
A Revolutionary Approach
to Living Younger, Healthier,
Longer, by Blackburn and
Epel; and Ageproof: Living
Longer Without Running Out
of Money or Breaking a Hip,
by Chatzky and Roizen

² The cost and availability of
life insurance depend on
factors such as age, health,
and the type and amount of
insurance purchased. A
complete statement of
coverage, including
exclusions, exceptions, and
limitations, is found only in
the policy. It should be
noted that long-term care
carriers have the discretion
to raise their rates and
remove their products from
the marketplace.
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This information, developed by an
independent third party, has been obtained
from sources considered to be reliable, but
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
does not guarantee that the foregoing
material is accurate or complete. This
information is not a complete summary or
statement of all available data necessary for
making an investment decision and does not
constitute a recommendation. The
information contained in this report does not
purport to be a complete description of the
securities, markets, or developments referred
to in this material. This information is not
intended as a solicitation or an offer to buy or
sell any security referred to herein.
Investments mentioned may not be suitable
for all investors. The material is general in
nature. Past performance may not be
indicative of future results. Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc. does not provide
advice on tax, legal or mortgage issues.
These matters should be discussed with the
appropriate professional.

Securities offered through Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer,
and are not insured by FDIC, NCUA or any
other government agency, are not deposits or
obligations of the financial institution, are not
guaranteed by the financial institution, and
are subject to risks, including the possible
loss of principal.

Do I need to file a gift tax return?
If you transfer money or
property to anyone in any year
without receiving something of
at least equal value in return,
you may need to file a federal

gift tax return (Form 709) by the April tax filing
deadline. If you live in one of the few states that
also impose a gift tax, you may need to file a
separate gift tax return with your state as well.

Not all gifts, however, are treated the same.
Some gifts aren't taxable and generally don't
require a gift tax return. These exceptions
include:

• Gifts to your spouse that qualify for the
marital deduction

• Gifts to charities that qualify for the charitable
deduction (Filing is not required as long as
you transfer your entire interest in the
property to qualifying charities. However, if
you are required to file a return to report gifts
to noncharitable beneficiaries, all charitable
gifts must be reported as well.)

• Qualified amounts paid on someone else's
behalf directly to an educational institution for
tuition or to a provider for medical care

• Annual exclusion gifts totaling $14,000 or less
for the year to any one individual (However,
you must file a return to split gifts with your
spouse if you want all gifts made by either
spouse during the year treated as made
one-half by each spouse — enabling you and
your spouse to effectively use each other's
annual exclusion.)

If your gift isn't exempt from taxation, you'll
need to file a gift tax return. But that doesn't
mean you have to pay gift tax. Generally, each
taxpayer is allowed to make taxable gifts
totaling $5,490,000 (in 2017, up from
$5,450,000 in 2016) over his or her lifetime
before paying any gift tax. Filing the gift tax
return helps the IRS keep a running tab on the
taxable gifts you have made and the amount of
the lifetime exclusion you have used.

If you made a gift of property that's hard to
value (e.g., real estate), you may want to report
the gift, even if you're not required to do so, in
order to establish the gift's taxable value. If you
do, the IRS generally has only three years to
challenge the gift's value. If you don't report the
gift, the IRS can dispute the value of your gift at
any time in the future.

What are some tips for creating a home inventory?
Imagine having to remember
and describe every item in
your home, especially after
you've been the victim of a
fire, theft, or natural disaster.

Rather than relying on your memory, you may
want to prepare a home inventory — a detailed
record of all your personal property. This record
can help substantiate an insurance claim,
support a police report when items are stolen,
or prove a loss to the IRS. Here are some tips
to get started.

Tour your property. A simple way to complete
your inventory is to make a visual record of
your belongings. Take a video of the contents
of each room in your home and spaces where
you have items stored, such as a basement,
cellar, garage, or shed. Be sure to open
cabinets, closets, and drawers, and pay special
attention to valuable and hard-to-replace items.
You can also use the tried-and-true low-tech
method of writing everything down in a
notebook, or use a combination approach.
Mobile inventory apps and software programs
are available to guide you through the process.

Be thorough. Your home inventory should
provide as many details as possible. For

example, include purchase dates, estimated
values, and serial and model numbers. If
possible, locate receipts to support the cost of
big-ticket items and attach copies of appraisals
for valuables such as antiques, collectibles, and
jewelry.

Keep it safe. In addition to keeping a copy of
your inventory in your home where you can
easily access it, store a copy elsewhere to
protect it in the event that your home is
damaged by a flood, fire, or other disaster. This
might mean putting it in a safe deposit box,
giving it to a trusted friend or family member for
safekeeping, or storing it on an external storage
device that you can take with you or on a
cloud-based service that provides easy and
secure access.

Update it periodically. When you obtain a
valuable or important item, add it to your
inventory as soon as possible. Review your
home inventory at least once a year for
accuracy. You can also share it annually with
your insurance agent or representative to help
determine whether your policy coverages and
limits are still adequate.
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