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You don’t have a will or trust? 

A TOD Account may be the answer for you! 
 

When a loved one passes away, of course it’s never easy.   In addition 

to coping with the personal loss, families are often left with the huge 

and often time-consuming responsibility of liquidating the deceased’s 

estate.  Most often there are financial obligations from a funeral, 

medical bills, basic living costs, funding a child’s education and most 

probably the distribution of assets to beneficiaries. 

 A Raymond James TOD (Transfer On Death) account can 

offer a solution with several benefits.  This TOD account is a legal 

agreement between an individual account holder and Raymond 

James & Associates that enables the individual’s investment assets to 

bypass time consuming and potentially expensive probate, is not 

bound by a Trust, and transfers directly to specified heir(s) under 

the TOD provisions.  Upon transfer, only the beneficiary(s) receiving 

the funds are aware of the transfer, and Raymond James does not 

charge for this feature on your accounts. 

Today, you are in charge of your accounts and how they will transfer 

to your beneficiaries.   

Please contact us to discuss the use of this important account type, 

before you cannot.  

Bill 

http://www.raymondjames.com/billwaters
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Message From Bill II 

When should I start taking income from my  

 IRA/Roth, Pension, Annuities, Social Security? 

  What income strategy helps me the most?     

 

These are just a few of the many questions that we get almost daily 

from clients.  Some folks are just starting to envision a path to re-

tirement, and many others are already enjoying it!  Deciding on the 

timing of taking income from these sources of income is critical and 

can be a real problem.  

If you have followed my section in the newsletter before, you might already know where I 

am going with this!  Here at the branch, we have one of our favorite financial planning 

tools called Goal Planning and Monitoring (GPM).  This is one of the most sophisticated 

planning tools available, and is incredibly client friendly by summarizing findings into a 

colorful “gas-gauge-like” meter.  GPM allows us to run multiple test scenarios at the same 

time, and incorporates taxes, inflation, and even tests your plan for “What If ” scenarios 

such as an unexpected health care expense in the future.  As with all aspects of life, things 

do not always happen as expected, and GPM allows for quick, easy, and immediate modi-

fications and updates in the future.  You can always go to WatersWealthmanagement.com 

and see your plan online in your Investor Access at any time. 

The quickest and easiest way to set up YOUR PERSONAL Financial Goal Plan is to com-

plete the Financial Inventory form below and return to us at your earliest convenience.  

Once we get the plan started we will schedule a meeting with you to review and finalize. 

The meeting can take place in our office for those that are local or we can provide a se-

cure virtual meeting online.  Remember, there is no cost to create a Financial Plan.  This 

is just one of the many services we offer to better help you plan for YOUR future!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Waters II CIMA® 

Financial Advisor  

START YOUR FINANCIAL PLAN—Today! 

SEE ATTACHED PDF or Click Here  
 Find the “Your Financial Inventory” attached, it is best way to provide us with the details we need to start your  

Financial Plan. Please fill out and return to us at your earliest convince! 

https://billwaters.website.raymondjames.com/-/media/foundry/sites/billwaters/files/financial-inventory-gpm.pdf
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Have you received the necessary forms to file 2016 taxes? 

 Most clients should have received their 2016 tax forms by 

now.  But, depending on the investments in your account, there 

could be a delay in creating your 1099.  Raymond James’s last 

mailing date will be March 15th, which are usually accounts 

holding Ginnie Mae Bonds, as they are given more time to report 

to us.  If you would like me to look up any of your tax 

paperwork, please call me at: 727-343-3108 

Do you have old paperwork that needs shredding?   

 You are always welcome to stop by our office and drop off paperwork in our secure 

lockbox for when our shredding truck processes the shredding. 

What does the 2017 Tax Landscape look like? 

 On the last page of this newsletter, I’ve attached a chart of the 2017 Tax & Retirement 

information for your convenience.  We are not allowed to offer tax advice, but it may be a 

good resource for planning, and we can help tailor your portfolio to meet your tax goals. 

If the chart is too hard to read, please click on the following link:  2017 Tax Plan 

  

 

Message From Lars  

Message From Kosta 

Hi everyone,  

I’ve heard this a few times: 

“I don’t want to take my RMD this year!”  

I’ll respond, “Ok, there may be a way we can put off  taking 

your RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) in your IRA 

(Individual Retirement Account).” 

Using this strategy might greatly reduce a retiree's taxable 

income.  

I’m referring to a “Q.L.A.C.” (Qualified Longevity Annuity Contract), for those of you on the 

edge of their seats. 

In a general sense, QLAC regulations allow a deferred income annuity to delay RMD 

withdrawals up until age 85 and receive a lifetime income.  

This can offer advantageous timing in a retirement income plan and help fill potential income 

needs that can occur later in a client’s life.  

 

 

 

Kosta Mattis 

   Registered Client Service Associate 

 

 

 

Lars Doebler 

Registered Client Service Associate 

https://myrjnet.rjf.com/MarketingMaterials/Marketing%20Materials/ALL/Fact%20Sheets/Tax_and_Financial-Planning-Flier-RJA-FF.pdf
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Market Update 

U.S. Stocks Mark New Highs in February 

After a quiet January, all three of the major U.S. stock indices zeroed in on new highs in February, as 

market investors seem to be relatively optimistic about proposed infrastructure spending, strong earn-

ings and positive economic data. The Dow Jones Industrial Average, for example, closed its longest 

rally in 30 years by month’s end. 

Of course, observers are also looking toward the next meeting of the Federal Open Market Committee 

in March for news on a potential hike in short-term interest rates. Here’s a look at what else is going 

on in the economy and capital markets, as well as key factors we are keeping an eye on.  

Economy 

 Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen noted in a recent speech that the Fed is nearing its goals (full 

employment and 2% PCE price inflation) and expects to gradually raise short-term interest rates. 

 Job growth has remained relatively strong in recent months and claims for unemployment benefits 

have been trending at a 43-year low. How much slack remains in the job market is the key ques-

tion for Fed policymakers, according to Raymond James Chief Economist Scott Brown. 

 Monthly data suggest a relatively good start to 2017, with a pickup in capital investment, but some 

slowing in consumer spending growth.  

 In Washington, the size, timing and composition of potential tax cuts remains very uncertain.  

 

Equities 

 The S&P 500 did not fall more than -0.76% from a previous high at any point during the month of 

February, a clear confirmation of the market’s strength. The index has still not dropped 2% at any 

point since the election. 



 5 

 

Market Update Continued... 

 Six of the S&P 500’s sectors gained ground over the month. Its tech sector just took a breather 

after a record 15-day winning streak, and utilities notched gains for the past four weeks.  

 Cyclical sectors broke out to new 52-week highs, according to Raymond James Chief Investment 

Strategist Jeff Saut. Energy, financials, industrials and technology showed promise, while real es-

tate and consumer staples lagged. 

 The NASDAQ Composite Index closed lower only five times in February and the average loss 

during those five sessions was only -0.15%. 

 The Dow Jones Industrial Average’s 12-session winning streak is the longest in 30 years and only 

the second time since 1897 that it has gone at least that long without closing lower.  

 Participation in the rally across the broad market has been relatively promising, as well, with 76% 

of stocks trading on the New York Stock Exchange considered to be trending upward as measured 

by being above the 200-day moving average.  

 

International  

 The last few weeks have seen further evidence of a tentative economic recovery in Europe despite 

the still very uncertain political backdrop, according to Chris Bailey, European Strategist, Ray-

mond James, Euro Equities*. 

 This was particularly apparent in France where purchasing managers index data showed a faster 

expansion than in Germany. This occurred for the first time in a number of years along with rising 

bond market concern about the outcome of the French presidential election in a few months’ time.  

 This mixed backdrop has seen the first sustained inflows into European equity markets by global 

investors for well over a year, which could prove to be a positive influence throughout 2017.  

 Higher commodity prices and relatively benign capital market conditions have helped both emerg-

ing market equity and currency markets to generally rise.   

*An affiliate of Raymond James & Associates and Raymond James Financial Services 

 

Fixed income 

 Yield on the 10-year Treasury declined slightly from the beginning of the month (2.36% com-

pared to 2.47% on February 1).  

 Short-term taxable bond rates have kept up with the short-term yield curve rate rise. In particular, 

the 12-month taxable rates have also seen a slight spread increase.  
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Upcoming Events 

Bottom line 

We’re still in the early days of a new administration, and investors are watching for policy changes on 

infrastructure spending, healthcare and taxes. In the meantime, a well-diversified portfolio geared to-

ward achieving your long-term goals should allow you to participate in upside potential as well as 

serve as ballast for any short-term volatility that may arise in the coming months.  

Investing involves risk, and investors may incur a profit or a loss. All expressions of opinion reflect the judgment of the Research Department of Raymond James & 

Associates, Inc., and are subject to change. Past performance is not an indication of future results and there is no assurance that any of the forecasts mentioned will 

occur. The Dow Jones Industrial Average is an unmanaged index of 30 widely held stocks. The NASDAQ Composite Index is an unmanaged index of all common 

stocks listed on the NASDAQ National Stock Market. The S&P 500 is an unmanaged index of 500 widely held stocks. The MSCI EAFE (Europe, Australia, Far East) 

index is an unmanaged index that is generally considered representative of the international stock market. The Russell 2000 is an unmanaged index of small cap 

securities. The Bloomberg Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index is a broad-based flagship benchmark that measures the investment grade, US dollar-denominated, 

fixed-rate taxable bond market.  An investment cannot be made in these indexes. International investing involves additional risks such as currency fluctuations, differ-

ing financial accounting standards, and possible political and economic instability. These risks are 

greater in emerging markets. Small and mid-cap securities generally involve greater risks. Companies 

engaged in business related to a specific sector are subject to fierce competition and their products 

and services may be subject to rapid obsolescence. There are additional risks associated with investing 

in an individual sector, including limited diversification. The performance noted does not include fees 

or charges, which would reduce an investor's returns. Asset allocation and diversification do not guar-

antee a profit nor protect against a loss. Material prepared by Raymond James for use by its advisors. 

© 2017 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC  

2017 Tax and Retirement Information  
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Perhaps you know someone who would benefit from our services. If so, we would very 

much appreciate your referral, which would be a great compliment to us.  If you have a 

friend or relative who might benefit from our knowledge of and experience in the 

financial markets, please pass along this newsletter and urge them to give us a call. 
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