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As this was being written, our country 
remembers what happen 75 years ago, when 
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and sent our 
country into WWII. What happen over the 
next 4 ½ years changed our country in many 
ways.  When the war was over, a growth 
pattern emerged that transformed our 
country. 
 
Today we are looking at a new administration 
coming in January that professes to have a 
growth agenda. If certain things take place, 
we very may well look at a continuation of 
our bull market as we see a possible fiscal 
stimulus to generate growth in our economy. 
It appears Trump, with recent comments, is 
going to eye more closely how the government 
spends our tax dollars…..  Case and point; 
the new Air Force One airplanes costing @$4 
billion. He quickly said, “No way!” to that 
frivolity. 
 
In an ideal situation, we could see lower 
corporate taxes, a tax cut for the middle 
class, billions of dollars in corporate profit 
brought back into our country and more 
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trade protection for industries like steel, 
which have been hurt for decades by 
cheaper imports. With an emphasis on 
reduced regulation and cutting back on the 
expansion of government, we could see 
businesses flourish and GDP expand.  With 
all of this projected growth, we should see 
interest rates rise and probably inflation as 
well. This will be welcome for retirees, as 
they have suffered from low interest rates for 
about a decade. Finally, with the federal 
deficit going from $8 trillion to over $20 
trillion over the past eight years, maybe with 
more fiscal restraint we can start paying this 
down instead watching it grow 
uncontrollably. 
 
This new scenario bodes well for the stock 
market here and overseas. It creates some 
head wind for bonds and preferred stocks, 
as rising interest rates will cause some 
weakness in these areas. 
 
We have ways for you to participate in this 
investment environment, so contact us if you 
have any questions relating to your 
particular situation. 
 

 
 



Don't Let Thieves Ruin Your 
Holiday Season 

 
Learn how to protect your identity when shopping 
online.  

Another holiday season is here, bringing new 
ways for cyber-thieves to attempt to steal your 
money or your identity. The FBI and other experts 
offer ways you can guard yourself against identity 
theft by following safe practices when shopping 
online. 

• Have up-to-date virus protection on your 
computer that also scans for malware. 

• Before you enter credit card information at 
a retailer’s website, check to make sure that 
the website is secure. A secure website 
normally has “https” in its URL and a lock 
icon next to the URL address. 

• Consider designating a credit card account – 
or purchasing a reloadable prepaid card – 
exclusively for online or holiday shopping, 
and leave the rest of your credit cards at 
home. That way, if a thief does get your 
credit card or credit card number, the loss 
will be minimized. Avoid using your debit 
card, which may not offer the same kind of 
theft/loss protection. 

• Ask your credit card issuer if it offers 
“virtual credit cards,” or single-use card 
numbers, that can be used at an online 
store. Virtual credit cards generate a 
random account number in place of your 
actual credit card number. You can  

configure the expiration date and the 
maximum amount allowed for a virtual 
credit card. Once used, the card typically is 
tied to the merchant where it was used and 
cannot be used elsewhere. 

• Create a good password. The National 
Privacy Rights Clearinghouse offers tips on 
creating a hacker-proof password. 

• If you buy something at an auction site or 
via an online classified ad, keep your 
personal information secure by paying with 
a third-party service like Google checkout 
or PayPal. 

• Purchase gift cards directly from retailers 
or merchants. Gift cards from auction sites 
or classified ads could be fraudulent or 
stolen. 

• Never follow a link in an email unless you 
know and trust the sender. Instead of using 
the link, enter the web address of the 
retailer, bank or credit card issuer yourself. 

• Only open email attachments if you know 
the sender, and scan them for viruses if you 
can. Attachments can contain viruses. 

• Be wary of anyone soliciting donations by 
phone, especially if they claim there is an 
emergency or deadline for donations. If you 
are suspicious, ask them to mail you a 
donation form, or hang up and call the 
charity directly. 

• Do not give personal information to anyone 
who calls you claiming to be your bank or 
financial institution. Hang up and call the 
bank directly. 

There’s always a lot to be done during the 
holidays. By exercising some care and common 
sense, you can ensure that you’re not spending 
valuable time dealing with identity theft. 

 

This material was created by Raymond James for 
use by its advisors. 



On the Kichline Home Front… 

 
Heidi, Glenn and Gypsy taking a snooze after a hard day of work… 
well, at least for Glenn! 
 
This is Sharon’s busy month of preparation for 
Christmas day. She will have 3 services on 
Christmas Eve and one on Christmas day.  In 
between there is a cookie exchange and a Vespers 
Concert.  This Sunday is a Blues Grass Christmas 
service and a live Nativity scene. Needless to say, 
she is kicking it into high gear to get everything 
finished. We are planning to take some time off at 
end of year to head to Brookfield to visit family 
and friends. 
 

 
Glenn showing off his tree climbing agility, while putting up lights 
for Lights Out Etc. 

 
Sam was wrapped up in lights, doing his part to help put up lights 
for Lights Out Etc. 
 
It is that time of the year when everything is on 
the fast track of the exercise machine of life.  
Glenn and Sam are very busy in their 6th year in 
the business of putting up Christmas lights.  With 
some recommendations from past customers on 
local internet sites and additional advertising, 
they are seeing about an 80% increase in business. 
I fill in with quoting and other tasks such as 
running around, early in the morning, getting 
lights for their next home and helping out on the 
weekends. This week they will finish up with 
their lighting business and take a well -deserved 
two week break before the time comes to take 
down the lights they put up! 
 
We hope you all have a fun filled holidays with 
family and friends and enjoy your time to reflect 
on your blessings. 

 



On the Coulter Home Front… 

 
Louis in his hockey gear 

 

Andrew (11yrs old), continues to be really into 
music. He just had an intermediate strings violin 
concert at his school and Alison and I were amazed 
at how great the group sounded!  When you only 
hear one person practicing, you don’t get the feel for 
the entire orchestra.  In addition to violin, Andrew 
plays the piano so there is always music in our house 
when Andrew is around.  In November, Andrew 
wrapped up a ‘Speak to Lead’ extracurricular class at 
school where he had to write and present four 
different speeches on various topics.  It was a lot of 
work but a great lesson in public speaking and 
speech writing.  Andrew loves his new school.  The 
Fifth Grade Center does a fantastic job of bringing all 
of the fifth graders from the district together for a 
year before middle school.  They each had to master 
a locker lock and a middle school schedule, but 
under the watchful eye of a homeroom teacher and 
small class sizes.  Andrew has to wake up earlier 
than usual to catch the bus, which he complains 
about, but other than that, he loves it! 
 
Louis (7yrs old) has really honed his hockey skills 
over the past few months.  He plays hockey two to 
three times a week and recently scored his first hat 
trick (3 goals in 1 game).  I have enjoyed coaching his 
team and watching the kids’ progress.  Louis is also 
playing indoor soccer with some of his friends from 
pre-school.  The boys have been playing sports 
together for years both soccer and spring baseball.  
School is going well for Louis as well.  He loves his 
teacher and has several good buddies in his class.  
We are so proud of the progress Louis is making in 
reading and math.  In addition, Louis recently made 
his First Reconciliation and is preparing to make his 
First Holy Communion later this year. 
 

Molly (5yrs old) feels like a big kid now that she is 
in kindergarten.  She is growing as a reader and 
LOVES doing homework, something her brothers 
assure her she will not like for long.  Molly had her 
first experience on a sports team and played soccer 
with her kindergarten friends.  An all-girls team, 
they named themselves the Lollipops.  The team 
lost every single one of their games, but they had 
fun socializing and wearing their pink soccer shirts.  
Molly enjoys singing and dancing and makes us 
laugh every day with her spunky personality and 
infectious laugh.  
 
Alison is having a great year at school. She loves 
her First Grade class and is enjoying the year so far. 
This is her fifteenth year at Villa Duchesne and Oak 
Hill School.  Over the years, she has taught many 
different grades from preschool to middle school, 
but her nine years in First Grade have been among 
her favorites.  Alison recently turned 40.  We 
celebrated by taking a long weekend trip to Las 
Vegas where we relaxed by the pool (one of 
Alison’s favorite activities combined with reading), 
ate at some amazing restaurants, and even caught a 
spectacular show.  We returned home late at night 
to find that her best friend since high school had 
filled our living room with black balloons and 
decorated our front lawn with forty pink flamingos 
and a hilarious sign alerting all of neighbors of 
Alison’s new age.   
 

 
Andrew, myself and Louis on their first go at deer hunting. 

 

As I mentioned earlier, I’ve kept busy coaching 
Louis’s hockey team. It’s great to get back out on 
the ice, and I couldn’t be more proud of the kids. 
Our team, called the Panthers, consists of several 
boys in second and third grade, and one amazing 
third grade girl.  In addition to coaching this fall, I 
recently spent a weekend deer hunting with friends. 
I love being outside in nature and enjoying the 
beautiful fall weather.  Now it’s time to buckle up 
and ride out the winter weather.  I’m looking 
forward to spending the holidays with family and 
wish each of you Happy Holidays and a healthy 
and prosperous 2017.    





Nicole’s News  
 

 
Lexie, myself and John on my birthday, celebrating at Rock & Brews 
 
It is such a busy time of the year for me at home and 
in the office! In the office we have year-end things to 
work on; making sure every client over 70 ½ with an 
IRA has taken their mandatory distribution from 
their IRA, making sure we discuss tax gain/loss 
selling, tidying up loose ends prior to the end of the 
year… all of this and much more keeps me busy as 
can be. It is also fun to chat with clients and catch up 
if we haven’t spoken in a while.  
 
At home, I am busy preparing for the holidays, 
shopping, decorating, wrapping, attending get-
togethers, etc. We also have a really busy birthday 
season in the midst of the fall and winter holidays.  
We have 8 birthdays in my family between October 
15th and December 26th, so it is always busy keeping 
up with those!  This year, both my grandma and I 
had milestone birthdays, so it was extra fun this 
year! 
 
John has been taking some time much deserved time 
off of work and enjoying that time with catching up 
on sleep, holiday shopping, spending time with the 
kids, etc.  
 

 
My grandma celebrated a milestone birthday a week before I did.  
Hers was her 90th! 
 

Lexie has just wrapped up her first semester of high 
school.  Final grades aren’t out yet, because they 
have one day of finals left because they had a cold 
weather day that was supposed to be a day of final 

exams. Depending on how the last 3 exams turn 
out, she could wind up with straight A’s, if not, she 
will be very close to it.  We attended a choir concert 
of hers on November 30th, where she performed 
beautifully.  
 
Carissa and the kids are doing great.  Carissa 
continues to amaze me with what she can do in a 
day containing nly 24 hours. Between work, school 
and 3 kids, I swear she has to be some kind of 
relation to Wonder Woman! She was also diagnosed 
as being Type 1 diabetic, so that has been an 
additional challenge for her.  
 
Lenhea is also working full-time and attending 
school full-time, so she is also always on the go. She 
was diagnosed with Celiac’s disease and 
rheumatoid arthritis, in late October, so she has had 
to make a ton of changes to her diet and adjust to 
some medications to help her with the symptoms 
that she was experiencing.  
 

 
My chocolate lab, Carly decided that she wanted to help put up the 
Christmas tree! 
 
Carly, the Chocolate Lab has had some hip troubles 
lately, with some arthritis, so the vet has 
recommended that she take a glucosamine and 
chondroitin supplement to help her move around 
better.  She just turned 7 years old in October and 
still acts like a puppy most of the time!  Miley, my 
sweet Akita, is doing well… as mischievous as ever.  
She has a love for eating my lip gloss or Chapstick.  
However, it is only when we leave the house in the 
evenings.  She is fine with us going to work, but if 
we come home and then leave again, she seeks out 
any lip gloss/lipstick/Chapstick that she can find 
and chews on it. The other thing that she eats, 
which is odd, is eye drops.  When you ask her if she 
ate the item in question, she will vehemently deny 
that there was any wrongdoing on her part, by 
shaking her head, “No”! I told John recently that I 
was going to write a book about Miley’s personality 
and call it Doginality! 
 

We wish you the best this holiday season and hope 
2017 is a year of health and prosperity for you and 
those you love! 



Rates on the Rise 

 
Learn more about the Federal Open Market 
Committee's decision to increase the federal 
funds target rate.  

December 14, 2016  
 
At their December 14 meeting, the Federal Open 
Market Committee raised the federal funds target 
rate to between 0.50% and 0.75%. The 25 basis point 
increase was widely expected by financial market 
participants. Senior Federal Reserve officials revised 
their projections for future rate increases. There’s still 
a wide range of opinion, but the median forecast for 
the number of rate hikes in 2017 edged up to three 
(versus two in September). Raymond James’ Chief 
Economist Scott Brown cautions investors that the 
dots in the dot plot are not a plan. They are but an 
expectation. Actual Fed policy moves will depend on 
the economic data, with a focus on the job market 
and the inflation outlook. 
 
After extraordinary monetary stimulus, many view 
the fact that rates are headed higher, albeit 
gradually, as a sign of the Fed’s confidence in the job 
market, the pace of inflation and the “remarkably 
resilient economy,” which Fed Chair Janet Yellen 
acknowledged in Wednesday’s press conference. The 
Federal Reserve’s move appears to be largely 
factored into the financial markets. And domestic 
equity markets seem agreeable to the idea. For now, 
the equity markets are on an upward path with the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average within reach of an all-
new high of 20,000. Speculation has it that scaling 
back regulation and expansionary fiscal policy could 
drive earnings growth. Yields on long-term 
Treasuries moved up and the dollar strengthened. 
Oil is also showing signs of strength. 
 
The vote on Wednesday was the first time the Fed 
chose to raise rates this year and only the second 
since 2006. Brown maintains that investors shouldn’t 

see a great deal of change after this rate hike either. 
Deposit rates generally lag behind the Fed’s 
changes. Of course, longer-term rates, such as 
mortgages, should move up but Brown expects the 
rise in bond yields to be checked by low long-term 
rates abroad. Bond investors should be reminded 
that while rate increases do have an inverse 
relationship with bond prices, the reality is much 
more nuanced. Long-term investors recognize that 
carefully selected fixed income instruments are a 
valuable component of a diverse portfolio, 
providing capital preservation and income in any 
rate environment. 
 
With the uncertainty about rates and the election 
cleared, investors may shift their focus to the 
outlook for 2017, which is likely to include 
additional fiscal easing. Chief Investment Strategist 
Jeff Saut remains bullish (his models suggest 
domestic indices will climb higher into late January 
or early February). 
Raymond James will continue monitoring factors 
that could influence the markets, particularly 
paying attention to future fiscal policy, proposed 
legislation and tax changes, the strength of the U.S. 
dollar, earnings growth, global economic growth 
and geopolitical news. In the meantime, please 
contact your advisor if you have any questions.  
 
Investing involves risk, and investors may incur a profit 
or a loss. All expressions of opinion reflect the judgment 
of the Research Department of Raymond James & 
Associates, Inc. and are subject to change. Past 
performance is not an indication of future results and 
there is no assurance that any of the forecasts mentioned 
will occur. Companies engaged in business related to a 
specific sector are subject to fierce competition and their 
products and services may be subject to rapid 
obsolescence. There are additional risks associated with 
investing in an individual sector, including limited 
diversification. Asset allocation and diversification do not 
guarantee a profit nor protect against a loss. Material 
prepared by Raymond James. 
 
 
Important Disclosures 
 
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification 
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM  and federally 
registered CFP (with flame logo), which it awards to individuals who 
successfully complete initial and ongoing certification requirements. 
 
Views expressed are the current opinion of the author, but not necessarily 
those of Raymond James & Associates. The author's opinions are subject to 
change without notice. Information contained in this report was received 
from sources believed to be reliable, but accuracy is not guaranteed. Past 
performance is not indicative of future results. Investing always involves 
risk and you may incur a profit or loss No investment strategy can 
guarantee success.  
 
Raymond James & Associates, Inc., Member New York Stock 
Exchange/SIPC does not offer tax advice or services. Please consult a 
qualified professional to discuss these matters. 
 



How Do You Celebrate the 
New Year? 

 
 

There are many interesting traditions around the 
world for celebrating the New Year.  According to 
List25.com’s 25 Strangest New Year’s Traditions from 
Around the World article from December, 2013, here 
are some odd ones that made the list!  No matter 
how you celebrate, we hope 2017 is a great year 
for you! 
 
In Denmark, they save all of their unused dishes 
and plates until the 31st of December when they 
affectionately shatter them against the doors of all 
their friends and family. 
 
In Ecuador, they celebrate the New Year by 
burning paper filled scarecrows at midnight. They 
also burn photographs from the last year. All in 
the name of good fortune. 
 
In Spain, if you can manage to stuff 12 grapes in 
your mouth at midnight, you’ve achieved good 
luck for the next year. 
 
In the Philippines, it’s all about the cash. They 
believe that everything should be round so as to 
represent coins to bring wealth. Round food, 
round clothes… anything, as long as it’s round. 
 
In some South American countries, wearing 
colored underwear will determine your fate for 
the New Year. Red underwear means you’ll find 
love. Gold means wealth, and white signifies 
peace. 
 
In Japan, they ring all of their bells 108 times in 
alignment with the Buddhist belief that this brings 
cleanness. It’s also considered good to be smiling 
going into the New Year, as it supposedly brings 
good luck. 
 
Every year, at the end of December, people in a 
small Peruvian village fist fight to settle their 

differences. They then start the year off on a clean 
slate. 
 

In Switzerland, they celebrate the New Year by 
dropping ice cream on the floor. 
 

In Romania, they throw their spare coins into the 
river to get good luck. Also, like in Belgium, 
Romanian farmers try to communicate with their 
cows. If they succeed, however, then it means 
bad luck for the year. 
 

In some parts of Puerto Rico, they throw pails of 
water out of their windows to drive away evil 
spirits. 
 

In Bolivia, coins are baked into sweets and 
whoever finds the coins is supposed to have good 
luck for the next year. 
 

The French like to keep things simple and 
delicious. Every new year they consume a stack 
of pancakes. 
 

In Colombia, they carry their suitcases around 
with them all day in hopes of having a travel 
filled year. 
 

In Denmark, people climb on top of chairs and 
literally “jump” into the New Year to bring good 
luck. 
 

Besides throwing buckets of water on each other, 
in Thailand they also go around smearing each 
other with gray talc. 
 

In Chile, families spend the night in the company 
of their deceased loved ones by sleeping at the 
cemetery. 
 

In Ireland, they hit the walls with bread to get rid 
of evil spirits. 
 
In some parts of South Africa, they throw 
furniture out the window. 
 
In Finland, people predict the coming year by 
casting molten tin into a bucket of water and 
interpreting the resulting shape. 
 
In Panama, effigies of everyone and anyone 
famous are burned as a way to start the new year 
off with good luck 
 
In Scotland, the first person to cross the threshold 
of a home in the new year should carry a gift for 
good luck. 
 
In Estonia, people eat seven times on New Year’s 
Day to ensure abundance in the new year. 
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