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Dear Client and Friend:

If you prefer to view this newsletter
in PDF format, please click on my
website link above then click on the
newsletters link. I trust you will find
this information helpful.

Sincerely,

Keith Swift

When it comes to your finances,
you might easily overlook some
of the numbers that really count.
Here are four to pay attention to
now that might really matter in
the future.

1. Retirement plan contribution rate
What percentage of your salary are you
contributing to a retirement plan? Making
automatic contributions through an
employer-sponsored plan such as a 401(k) or
403(b) plan is an easy way to save for
retirement, but this out-of-sight, out-of-mind
approach may result in a disparity between
what you need to save and what you actually
are saving for retirement. Checking your
contribution rate and increasing it periodically
can help you stay on track toward your
retirement savings goal. .

Some employer retirement plans let you sign up
for automatic contribution rate increases each
year, which is a simple way to bump up the
percentage you're saving over time. In addition,
try to boost your contributions when you receive
a pay raise. Consider contributing at least
enough to receive the full company match (if
any) that your employer offers.

2. Credit score
When you apply for credit, such as a mortgage,
a car loan, or a credit card, your credit score is
one of the tools used by lenders to evaluate
your creditworthiness. Your score will likely
factor into the approval decision and affect the
terms and the interest rate you'll pay.

The most common credit score that creditors
consider is a FICO© Score, a three-digit
number that ranges from 300 to 850. This score
is based on a mathematical formula that uses
information contained in your credit report. In
general, the higher your score, the lower the
credit risk you pose.

Each of the three major credit reporting
agencies (Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion)
calculates FICO® scores using different
formulas, so you may want to check your
scores from all three (fees apply). It's also a
good idea to get a copy of your credit report at

least annually to check the accuracy of the
information upon which your credit score is
based. You're entitled to one free copy of your
credit report every 12 months from each of the
three credit reporting agencies. You can get
your copy by visiting annualcreditreport.com.

3. Debt-to-income ratio
Your debt-to-income ratio (DTI) is another
number that lenders may use when deciding
whether to offer you credit. A DTI that is too
high might mean that you are overextended.
Your DTI is calculated by adding up your major
monthly expenses and dividing that figure by
your gross monthly income. The result is
expressed as a percentage. For example, if
your monthly expenses total $2,200 and your
gross monthly income is $6,800, your DTI is
32%.

Lenders decide what DTIs are acceptable,
based on the type of credit. For example,
mortgage lenders generally require a ratio of
36% or less for conventional mortgages and
43% or less for FHA mortgages when
considering overall expenses.

Once you know your DTI, you can take steps to
reduce it if necessary. For example, you may
be able to pay off a low-balance loan to remove
it from the calculation. You may also want to
avoid taking on new debt that might negatively
affect your DTI. Check with your lender if you
have any questions about acceptable DTIs or
what expenses are included in the calculation.

4. Net worth
One of the key big-picture numbers you should
know is your net worth, a snapshot of where
you stand financially. To calculate your net
worth, add up your assets (what you own) and
subtract your liabilities (what you owe). Once
you know your net worth, you can use it as a
baseline to measure financial progress.

Ideally, your net worth will grow over time as
you save more and pay down debt, at least until
retirement. If your net worth is stagnant or even
declining, then it might be time to make some
adjustments to target your financial goals, such
as trimming expenses or rethinking your
investment strategy.
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Student Loan Debt: It Isn't Just for Millennials
It's no secret that today's college graduates
face record amounts of debt. Approximately
68% of the graduating class of 2015 had
student loan debt, with an average debt of
$30,100 per borrower — a 4% increase from
2014 graduates.1

A student loan debt clock at finaid.org
estimates current outstanding student loan debt
— including both federal and private student
loans — at over $1.4 trillion. But it's not just
millennials who are racking up this debt.
According to the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB), although most student loan
borrowers are young adults between the ages
of 18 and 39, consumers age 60 and older are
the fastest-growing segment of the student loan
market.2

Rise of student debt among older
Americans
Between 2005 and 2015, the number of
individuals age 60 and older with student loan
debt quadrupled from about 700,000 to 2.8
million. The average amount of student loan
debt owed by these older borrowers also
increased from $12,100 to $23,500 over this
period.3

The reason for this trend is twofold: Borrowers
are carrying their own student loan debt later in
life (27% of cases), and they are taking out
loans to finance their children's and
grandchildren's college education (73% of
cases), either directly or by co-signing a loan
with the student as the primary borrower.4
Under the federal government's Direct Stafford
Loan program, the maximum amount that
undergraduate students can borrow over four
years is $27,000 — an amount that is often
inadequate to meet the full cost of college. This
limit causes many parents to turn to private
student loans, which generally require a
co-signer or co-borrower, who is then held
responsible for repaying the loan along with the
student, who is the primary borrower. The
CFPB estimates that 57% of all individuals who
are co-signers are age 55 and older.5

What's at stake
The increasing student loan debt burden of
older Americans has serious implications for
their financial security. In 2015, 37% of federal
student loan borrowers age 65 and older were
in default on their loans.6 Unfortunately for
these individuals, federal student loans
generally cannot be discharged in bankruptcy,
and Uncle Sam can and will get its money — the
government is authorized to withhold a portion
of a borrower's tax refund or Social Security
benefits to collect on the debt. (By contrast,

private student loan lenders cannot intercept
tax refunds or Social Security benefits to collect
any amounts owed to them.)

The CFPB also found that older Americans with
student loans (federal or private) have saved
less for retirement and often forgo necessary
medical care at a higher rate than individuals
without student loans.7 It all adds up to a tough
situation for older Americans, whose income
stream is typically ramping down, not up, unlike
their younger counterparts.

Think before you borrow
Since the majority of older Americans are
incurring student loan debt to finance a child's
or grandchild's college education, how much is
too much to borrow? It's different for every
family, but one general guideline is that a
student's overall debt shouldn't be more than
his or her projected annual starting salary,
which in turn often depends on the student's
major and job prospects. But this is just a
guideline. Many variables can impact a
borrower's ability to pay back loans, and many
families have been burned by borrowing
amounts that may have seemed reasonable at
first glance but now, in reality, are not.

A recent survey found that 57% of millennials
regret how much they borrowed for college.8
This doesn't mean they regretted going to
college or borrowing at all, but it suggests that it
would be wise to carefully consider the amount
of any loans you or your child take out for
college. Establish a conservative borrowing
amount, and then try to borrow even less.

If the numbers don't add up, students can
reduce the cost of college by choosing a less
expensive school, living at home or becoming a
resident assistant (RA) to save on room costs,
or graduating in three years instead of four.
1 The Institute for College Access & Success,
Student Debt and the Class of 2015, October 2016

2-7 Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, Snapshot
of Older Consumers and Student Loan Debt, January
2017

8 Journal of Financial Planning, September 2016

The intersection of student
loan debt and Social
Security benefits

Since 2001, the federal
government has collected
about $1.1 billion from Social
Security recipients to cover
unpaid federal student loans,
including $171 million in 2015
alone. During that time, the
number of Americans age 50
and older who have had their
Social Security benefits
reduced to pay defaulted
federal student loans has risen
440%.

Source: The Wall Street
Journal, Social Security
Checks Are Being Reduced for
Unpaid Student Debt,
December 20, 2016
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Converting Retirement Savings to Retirement Income
You've been saving diligently for years, and
now it's time to think about how to convert the
money in your traditional 401(k)s (or similar
workplace savings plans) into retirement
income. But hold on, not so fast. You may need
to take a few steps first.

Evaluate your needs
If you haven't done so, estimate how much
income you'll need to meet your desired
lifestyle in retirement. Conventional wisdom
says to plan on needing 70% to 100% of your
annual pre-retirement income to meet your
needs in retirement; however, your specific
amount will depend on your unique
circumstances. First identify your
non-negotiable fixed needs — such as housing,
food, and medical care — to get clarity on how
much it will cost to make basic ends meet.
Then identify your variable wants — including
travel, leisure, and entertainment. Segregating
your expenses into needs and wants will help
you develop an income strategy to fund both.

Assess all sources of predictable
income
Next, determine how much you might expect
from sources of predictable income, such as
Social Security and traditional pension plans.

Social Security: At your full retirement age
(which varies from 66 to 67, depending on your
year of birth), you'll be entitled to receive your
full benefit. Although you can begin receiving
reduced benefits as early as age 62, the longer
you wait to begin (up to age 70), the more you'll
receive each month. You can estimate your
retirement benefit by using the calculators on
the SSA website, ssa.gov. You can also sign up
for a my Social Security account to view your
Social Security Statement online.

Traditional pensions: If you stand to receive a
traditional pension from your current or a
previous employer, be sure to familiarize
yourself with its features. For example, will your
benefit remain steady throughout retirement or
increase with inflation? Your pension will most
likely be offered as either a single life or
joint-and-survivor annuity. A single-life annuity
provides benefits until the worker's death, while
a joint-and-survivor annuity generally provides
reduced benefits until the survivor's death.¹

If it looks as though your Social Security and
pension income will be enough to cover your
fixed needs, you may be well positioned to use
your other assets to fund those extra wants. On
the other hand, if your predictable sources are
not sufficient to cover your fixed needs, you'll
need to think carefully about how to tap your

retirement savings plan assets, as they will be a
necessary component of your income.

Understand your savings plan options
A key in determining how to tap your retirement
plan assets is to understand the options
available to you. According to the Government
Accountability Office (GAO), only about
one-third of 401(k) plans offer withdrawal
options, such as installment payments,
systematic withdrawals, and managed payout
funds.² And only about a quarter offer annuities,
which are insurance contracts that provide
guaranteed income for a stated amount of time
(typically over a set number of years or for the
life expectancy of the participant or the
participant and spouse).³

Plans may allow you to leave the money alone
or require you to take a lump-sum distribution.
You may also choose to roll over the assets to
an IRA, which might offer a variety of income
and investment opportunities, including the
purchase of annuity contracts. If you choose to
work part-time in retirement, you may be
allowed to roll your assets into the new
employer's plan.

Determining the right way to tap your assets
can be challenging and should take into
account a number of factors. These include
your tax situation, whether you have other
assets you'll use for income, and your desire to
leave assets to heirs. A financial professional
can help you understand your options.

¹Current law requires married couples to choose a
joint-and-survivor annuity unless the spouse waives
those rights.

²"401(k) Plans: DOL Could Take Steps to Improve
Retirement Income Options for Plan Participants,"
GAO Report to Congressional Requesters, August
2016

³Generally, annuity contracts have fees and
expenses, limitations, exclusions, holding periods,
termination provisions, and terms for keeping the
annuity in force. Most annuities have surrender
charges that are assessed if the contract owner
surrenders the annuity. Qualified annuities are
typically purchased with pre-tax money, so
withdrawals are fully taxable as ordinary income, and
withdrawals prior to age 59½ may be subject to a
10% penalty tax. Any guarantees are contingent on
the claims-paying ability and financial strength of the
issuing insurance company. It is important to
understand that purchasing an annuity in an IRA or
an employer-sponsored retirement plan provides no
additional tax benefits other than those available
through the tax-deferred retirement plan.

Regardless of which path
you choose with your
retirement accounts, keep in
mind that generally, you'll
be required to begin taking
minimum distributions from
employer-sponsored plans
and traditional IRAs in the
year you reach age 70½;
you can delay your first
distribution as late as April
1 of the following year.

Taxable distributions from
traditional
employer-sponsored plans
and IRAs prior to age 59½
may be subject to a 10%
penalty tax, unless an
exception applies.

Different rules apply to Roth
accounts. For information
on how Roth accounts may
fit into your retirement
income picture, talk to a
financial professional.
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This information, developed by an
independent third party, has been obtained
from sources considered to be reliable, but
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
does not guarantee that the foregoing
material is accurate or complete. This
information is not a complete summary or
statement of all available data necessary for
making an investment decision and does not
constitute a recommendation. The
information contained in this report does not
purport to be a complete description of the
securities, markets, or developments referred
to in this material. This information is not
intended as a solicitation or an offer to buy or
sell any security referred to herein.
Investments mentioned may not be suitable
for all investors. The material is general in
nature. Past performance may not be
indicative of future results. Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc. does not provide
advice on tax, legal or mortgage issues.
These matters should be discussed with the
appropriate professional.

Securities offered through Raymond James
Financial Services, Inc., member
FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer,
and are not insured by FDIC, NCUA or any
other government agency, are not deposits or
obligations of the financial institution, are not
guaranteed by the financial institution, and
are subject to risks, including the possible
loss of principal.

How can I protect myself and my home from wind
damage?
Depending on where you live,
your home may be vulnerable
to damage from tornadoes,
hurricanes, and other

windstorms. These weather events can cause
devastating and costly losses, so it's important
to know how you can protect yourself and your
home before a storm strikes.

The first thing you should do is review your
homeowners insurance policy. In most cases,
windstorms are one of the basic perils covered
by standard homeowners insurance. But there
can be exceptions. For instance, sometimes
windstorm damage is excluded from
homeowners coverage in areas where
windstorm damage is common. Find out for
sure by checking your insurance policy or by
speaking with your insurance company or
agent.

If you discover that protection from windstorms
is not available on your current policy, don't
worry. You may be able to purchase optional
coverage from your insurer, or another insurer

at an additional cost. Your options depend on
such factors as whether you live in a high-risk
area and how much additional coverage you
can afford.

Even with windstorm coverage, you may not be
fully compensated in the event of damage to
your home or your belongings by wind-related
weather events. Keep in mind that you'll be
covered only for named perils and only up to
the coverage limits for your policy. Any losses
that exceed those limits will have to be paid out
of your own funds. Remember that you will
need to pay out-of-pocket for any deductible
that applies before your insurance begins to
cover your losses.

Besides making sure you have windstorm
coverage, you can take additional steps to help
protect yourself and your home in the event of a
windstorm. Creating an emergency kit, securing
your property, heeding evacuation warnings,
and establishing a safety plan with your family
can also help you weather windstorms.

Are you ready to retire?
Here are some questions to
ask yourself when deciding
whether or not you are ready
to retire.

Is your nest egg adequate?

It may be obvious, but the earlier you retire, the
less time you'll have to save, and the more
years you'll be living off your retirement
savings. The average American can expect to
live past age 78.* With future medical advances
likely, it's not unreasonable to assume that life
expectancy will continue to increase. Is your
nest egg large enough to fund 20 or more years
of retirement?

When will you begin receiving Social
Security benefits?

You can receive Social Security retirement
benefits as early as age 62. However, your
benefit may be 25% to 30% less than if you
waited until full retirement age (66 to 67,
depending on the year you were born).

How will retirement affect your IRAs and
employer retirement plans?

The longer you delay retirement, the longer you
can build up tax-deferred funds in traditional
IRAs and potentially tax-free funds in Roth

IRAs. Remember that you need taxable
compensation to contribute to an IRA.

You'll also have a longer period of time to
contribute to employer-sponsored plans like
401(k)s — and to receive any employer match or
other contributions. (If you retire early, you may
forfeit any employer contributions in which
you're not fully vested.)

Will you need health insurance?

Keep in mind that Medicare generally doesn't
start until you're 65. Does your employer
provide post-retirement medical benefits? Are
you eligible for the coverage if you retire early?
If not, you may have to look into COBRA or an
individual policy from a private insurer or the
health insurance marketplace — which could be
an expensive proposition.

Is phasing into retirement right for you?

Retirement need not be an all-or-nothing affair.
If you're not quite ready, financially or
psychologically, for full retirement, consider
downshifting from full-time to part-time
employment. This will allow you to retain a
source of income and remain active and
productive.
* NCHS Data Brief, Number 267, December 2016
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