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Welcome to Our 
First Newsletter 
We are excited to publish our 1st 

newsletter. We will be focusing on what 

is relevant in the market, providing new 

and innovative ideas, and keeping you 

informed.  

Raymond James and Pinnacle Wealth Partners do not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This 

material has been prepared for information purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and 

should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult your own tax, legal 

and accounting advisor before engaging in any transaction. Securities offered through Raymond 

James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SPIC. Pinnacle Wealth Partners is an independent 

firm. This information does not purport to be a complete description of the securities, markets, or 

developments referred to in this material, it has been obtained from sources considered to be relia-

ble, but we do not guarantee that the foregoing material is accurate or complete. This information is 

not a complete summary or statement of all available data necessary for making an investment deci-

sion and does not constitute a recommendation. The S&P 500 is an unmanaged index of 500 widely 

held stocks that is generally considered representative of the U.S. stock market. Keep in mind that 

individuals cannot invest directly in any index, and index performance does not include transaction 

costs or other fees, which will affect actual investment performance. Individual investor's results 

will vary. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 

SOCIAL SECURITY CHANGES 

There is a 0.3% annual cost of living adjustment (COLA) in benefits. 
For those born between 1943 and 1954. Full Retirement Age (FRA) will be higher for those born in 1955 

and later. Please feel free to contact us for further information.  

HEALTHY LIVING 

Alison Gopnik writes a section called “Mind & Matter” in the Wall 
Street Journal. Last month, she wrote an article called, “When Awe-
Struck, We Feel Both Smaller and Larger”. Gopnik describes the   feel-
ing of awe as that “special sense of the vastness of nature, the universe, 
the cosmos, and our own insignificance in comparison”. When people 
experience awe, they become more altruistic and cooperative and are 
less preoccupied by the trials of daily life.  In 2017, we wish all of you 
more awe! 

MARKET UPDATE 
The split between “up” and “down” trading days for the S&P 

500 over the last 50 years is 53% “up” and 47% “down.” The 

split during calendar year 2016 was 52% “up” and 48% “down” 

yet the S&P 500 ended the year up 9.5% (or 12% with rein-

vested dividends). This is why we encourage you to not get 

distracted by daily fluctuations.  

Month premiums are going up a bit next year. Most beneficiaries will see a 
3.9% increase to about $109 per month. 
Per-month rates: 

MEDICARE PART B CHANGES 


