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  Divorcing Couples Want Financial Guidance 
 
Divorce among baby boomers is increasing at a faster rate than any 
other demographic and according to an article in the Kansas City 
Star – two-thirds of baby-boom divorces are filed by the wives.  
 
Researchers have just begun to explore why. They know that, for 
many boomer couples, the children are out of the house and it’s 
time to face reality.  
 
Professional women, a boomer hallmark, are better able to get by on 
their own. Also, longer life spans probably figure into the 
phenomenon, experts say. People in their 50s and early 60s may 
expect to have a few more healthy decades left, so why spend them 
unhappily married.  
 
Additionally, more couples getting divorced are increasingly turning 
to “do-it-yourself” pro-se divorce or mediation. 
 
Survey – (survey conducted through Survata, Inc. by Wentworth Divorce financial Advisors) 
     400 divorced Americans, incomes > $50,000, 84% age 35-64  

• 40% felt at least somewhat unprepared to enter financial 
negotiations. 

• Most felt cost was reasonable with pro-se being the most 
satisfied and those opting out of mediation in favor of 
litigation being least satisfied. 

• 75% felt a financial coach would be helpful in preparing for 
negotiations, assisting in the development of their settlement 
and in reorganizing their financial life after the divorce. 

• Respondents using a combination of mediation and litigation 
were least satisfied with the financial outcome. 

• 40% of those who mediated said they were either completely 
(24%) or somewhat (16%) unprepared to enter financial 
negotiations. 

• Those litigating were the most financially unprepared (45%). 
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• 68% of mediating clients would have found it “extremely” or 
“very helpful” to have a divorce financial specialist help them 
understand their finances in advance of negotiations. 

• 55% of those litigating would have found it extremely or very 
helpful to have financial help. 

• 40% of those who mediated looked to their attorneys as their 
primary source for advice in making financial decisions. 

• 57% for those who litigated looked to their attorneys as their 
primary source for advice in making financial decisions. 

• Nearly 50% of mediating clients were dissatisfied with the 
amount of financial guidance they received throughout the 
process. 

 
For additional information about Divorce Financial Planning, contact 

Shannon Holland at Wise River Wealth Management of Raymond 
James at (239) 513-6513. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™, which it awards to individuals who successfully complete initial and ongoing certification requirements. 


