
A new job. A recent 
marriage. The birth of a 
child/grandchild. These are 
all events worth celebrating, 
and all events that might 
warrant taking a fresh look 
at your life insurance policy. 

Your life insurance needs, 
like your life, will change over time. So, it’s 
important to regularly re-assess your plans and 
make adjustments as you reach new milestones and 
realities  

 We at ZK Financial can support all of your insurance 
needs.  Bob James, the founder of Raymond James, 
believed that financial planning is about much more 
than investing in stocks and bonds. It’s about 
investing in the future, and in yourself and your 
family.  

There Are No Guarantees In Life 

 

Planning For Your Future  

 

 Life insurance is often overlooked when compiling a financial 
portfolio. It is an essential tool that can provide protection as 
well as living benefits not subject to federal income taxes. Life 
insurance payments can be used to cover essential expenses, 
such as daily living, outstanding loans, and college tuition. In 
addition, when you retire, you may use any potential policy 
cash value for income purposes.  

 

 Government programs provide limited assistance for long-
term care. Funding your own long-term care plan allows you 
to make your own choices and takes the burden off your fami-
ly’s shoulders.  

 

  Most people insure their home, car, and other valuable pos-
sessions, so why not protect your income? In the event you 
are unable to work, disability insurance can provide income to 
help you make ends meet until you are healthy enough to re-
turn to work.  
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Nearly 50 years ago, he was one of the first in the 
industry to recognize the critical role of insurance 
in the lives of clients and the financial planning 
process.  

Today, we are able to provide much more than 
insurance products.  

Services  we  provide include: 

 Long-Term Care Insurance for home care and 
facility care  

 Asset Based Long-Term Care Solutions 

 Life Insurance with Long-Term care payout 
riders  

 Disability Insurance  

 Life Insurance  

At ZK Financial, our focus is and always has been 
on you, our client.  Plan today, protect tomorrow!  

Sources:  

1. longtermcare.gov                                                                                     
2. Genworth Cost of Care Survey, 2016                                   
3. The Health Insurance Association of 
America  



Social Security Changes 

The full retirement age is increasing 
for some eligible seniors - The full or 
normal retirement age for Social 
Security benefits has been 66 years of 
age for some time now, but is set to 
gradually increase to 67 for Americans 
born after 1954.  

 

2. Finally, a decent cost-of-living 
adjustment for retirees - The Social 
Security Administration announced a 
2% cost-of-living adjustment, or COLA, 
for beneficiaries, starting with the 
December 2017 payment. 
 
 
3. Higher payments for beneficiaries - 
While many beneficiaries will see 
some or all of their increase 
swallowed up by rising Medicare 
premiums, the Cost of Living 
Adjustment should produce higher 
checks for beneficiaries. The SSA 
estimates that the average retired 
worker will get a $27 raise to $1,404, 
and that the average couple receiving 
benefits will see their combined 
payments rise by $46 to $2,340. 
Additionally, because of the higher 
taxable earnings cap from 2017, the 
maximum benefit is increasing 
significantly. The highest possible 
benefit payable to a worker retiring at 
their full retirement age is rising by 
more than $100 to $2,788 per month 
in 2018. 
 
4. A slightly higher taxable earnings 
cap - Speaking of the taxable earnings 
cap, this is rising for 2018 as well.  
In 2018, the maximum taxable 
earnings amount is rising by $1,500 to 
$128,700, meaning that high-income 
individuals will end up paying more in 
Social Security tax than they did in 
2017. 
 

 

 

5. Disability thresholds are rising - 
Social Security pays disability benefits 
to more than 10 million people, and 
there are maximum amounts of 
income that people can still earn while 
collecting disability benefits. For 2018, 
these monthly thresholds are rising 
slightly depending on the type of 
disability.  It will increase $10 for non-
blind and $20 for the blind.  

 

6. SSI payments are rising - There are 
two Social Security disability programs 
-- Social Security Disability Income 
(SSDI) and Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). SSDI payments are based 
on a beneficiary's work record, just 
like retirement benefits are.  On the 
other hand, SSI payments are based 
on a standard payment amount. For 
2018, the SSI federal monthly payment 
standard is increasing $15 for 
individuals and $22 for couples.   

 

7. The earnings test limits are going 
up - If you claim Social Security before 
reaching full retirement age, and are 
still working, the amount of money 
you earn could potentially reduce your 
Social Security benefits.  This is known 
as the Social Security earnings test, 
and there are two different versions of 
the test, depending on your age. 

· If you will reach full retirement age 
after 2018, $17,040 in earnings 
($1,420 per month) will be excluded 
from consideration. Beyond this 
threshold, your retirement benefits 
can be reduced by $1 for every $2 in 
excess earnings. 
 
· If you will reach full retirement age 
during 2018, $45,360 in annualized 
earnings ($3,780 per month) are 
excluded. Beyond this threshold, your 
retirement benefits can be reduced by 
$1 for every $3 in excess earnings. For 
this test, only the months before you 
reach full retirement age are 
considered. 

8. Social Security "credits" represent 
more earnings - As a final Social 
Security change for 2018, the "credits" 
workers need to earn to qualify for 
benefits are getting a little more 
expensive. 
Specifically, in order to be eligible for a 
retirement benefit, you need to earn 
40 Social Security credits, up to a 
maximum of four per year. In 2018, 
each credit represents $1,320 in 
earnings, so you'll need to earn at 
least $5,280 in order to earn the four 
possible credits for the year. 
Social Security isn't exactly in the most 
sustainable financial condition, and is 
expected to run out of money by 2034 
unless something is done to fix the 
problem. This would likely mean either 
a benefit reduction or Social Security 
tax increase or some combination of 
the two. 
The point is that while nothing 
changed regarding the basic tax and 
benefit structure of the Social Security 
program for 2018, there's a strong 
possibility that major changes could be 
on the horizon. 

 

  Writing a Check? 
 

When sending us a check for 
deposit into your account 
please make sure it is written 
out to Raymond James. 
We are unable to de-
posit checks written out 
to ZK Financial. 
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Secure Messaging Update  

Regular email is neither private nor secure.  For an 
example, if you and I have a conversation by email, 
whether the back-and-forth takes place over a day or a 
week or a month, as long we receive each other's 
messages, for any number of reasons we can both have 
the illusion that it's a private conversation that no one 
else can see. From there it's easy to imagine why 
someone would send confidential information through 
regular email, including: 

 Passwords and related security questions and 
answers 

 Bank account and credit card numbers 

 Financial information 

 Social security numbers, birthdates, addresses 

 Confidential customer information 
Unfortunately, despite how it may appear, email isn't 

really private or secure so we need to send certain 

items secure.  

Beginning April 1, 2018 an update and enhancement to 
our Secure Messaging email encryption service made 
accessing encrypted email messages from Raymond 
James easier and more convenient. This update will 
also help to further safeguard your sensitive private 
information.  

Previously, you received an email notification when you 

had a secure message from Raymond James and each 

notification included a link to an individual secure 

message. After this update, you will still receive an 

email notification when you have a secure message, but 

each notification will now include a link to your Secure 

Reader Inbox instead. 

Only emails containing confidential information will be 

sent in this fashion.  You will get an email that contains 

a message resembling: 

ZK Financial  
Offers a Go To 

Meeting Service  

 
We are able to use Go To 
Meeting to collaborate 

with clients remotely by using the computer 
and the internet.  If you prefer a phone 
appointment, and also have access to a 
computer at the same time, we would 
encourage you to try this webinar feature.  
This allows us to share our desktop screen 
with you at the same time you are on the 
phone with the advisor.  Viewing reports and 
charts online while on a live phone call helps 
facilitate effective communication.  

Secure Reader Inbox Preview 

After logging in, your new Secure Reader Inbox will display a 

list of encrypted messages in the left navigation pane and 

content for the selected message will display in the right 

pane: 

 

Please note: 

1. You cannot delete messages from the Secure Reader 
Inbox – messages are automatically deleted when they 
reach their expiration date of three weeks. 
2. You must refresh your browser to retrieve new 
messages and update your list of messages. 
3. Only your most recent 50 messages will be displayed. 



 

Richard Zuehlke Heather Karcz 

ZK Financial Group—Raymond James 

Financial Services 

Upcoming Holiday Schedule 
Our office, along with the 
financial markets, will be 
closed on the following 

days: 
 

 

Monday, May 28, closed 

Tuesday, July 3, closed at 12:30  

Wednesday, July 4, closed  

 

The information contained in this report does not purport to be a complete description of the securities, markets, or developments referred to in this material. The information 
has been obtained from sources considered to be reliable, but we do not guarantee that the foregoing material is accurate or complete. Any information is not a complete 
summary or statement of all available data necessary for making an investment decision and does not constitute a recommendation. Any opinions are those of ZK Financial 
Group and not necessarily those of RJFS or Raymond James. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1277 W. Mason St. ~ Green Bay, WI 54303 

 

Office Hours: Mon.– Thurs. 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. /        

Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
 

Phone:   920-498-2720 

Toll Free:  855-338-9922 

Fax:   920-498-2723 

  Website: ZKFinancial.com 
 

ZK Financial is on Facebook and LinkedIn. We will   be 

using these social media channels to post informational 

articles and to keep you up to date on the industry and 

events happening at our office. 
 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Health View Services: 2017 retirement 

Health Care Costs Data Report 

Insurance; Planning for the  

 

Unplanned  
 
 

No matter when you plan to retire or how 
old you are, building a financial future 

through insurance can help toward provid-
ing protection against some of life's 

pitfalls.  
Armed with a knowledge of our clients' 

total financial pictures and an understand-
ing of their 
needs and 
objectives, 

we can help 
establish the 

insurance 
coverage 

they need at 
minimum 

cost.  
From long-term care and life to disability 
insurance, we offer the alternatives our 

clients need to build the protective cush-
ion they desire.  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/richardzuehlke
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heatherkarcz
https://www.linkedin.com/in/richardzuehlke
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heatherkarcz
https://www.facebook.com/ZKFinancial?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/ZKFinancial?ref=hl
http://www.raymondjames.com/ZKFinancial/

