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Did you know that Social
Security may pay benefits to
your eligible family members
when you die, helping to
make their financial life
easier? Take this quiz to
learn more.

Questions
1. What percentage of Social Security
beneficiaries receive survivor benefits?

a. 5%

b. 10%

c. 15%

2. Your child may be able to receive survivor
benefits based on your Social Security
earnings record if he or she is:

a. Unmarried and under age 18 (19 if still in
high school)

b. Married and in college

c. Both a and b

3. Which person may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record?

a. Your spouse

b. Your former spouse

c. Both a and b

4. Your parent may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your Social
Security earnings record.

a. True

b. False

5. How much is the Social Security
lump-sum death benefit?

a. $155

b. $255

c. $355

Answers
1. b. About 10% of the approximately 62 million
Social Security beneficiaries in December 2017
were receiving survivor benefits.1

2. a. A dependent child may be able to receive
survivor benefits based on your earnings record
if he or she is unmarried and under age 18 (19
if still in high school) or over age 18 if disabled
before age 22.

3. c. Both your current and former spouse may
be able to receive survivor benefits based on
your earnings record if certain conditions are
met. Regardless of age, both may be able to
receive a benefit if they're unmarried and caring
for your child who is under age 16 or disabled
before age 22 and entitled to receive benefits
on your record. At age 60 or older (50 or older if
disabled), both may be able to receive a
survivor benefit even if not caring for a child (a
length of marriage requirement applies).

4. a. That's true. To be eligible, your parent
must be age 62 or older and receiving at least
half of his or her financial support from you at
the time of your death. In addition, your parent
cannot be entitled to his or her own higher
Social Security benefit and must not have
married after your death.

5. b. The Social Security Administration (SSA)
may pay a one-time, $255 lump-sum death
benefit to an eligible surviving spouse. If there
is no surviving spouse, the payment may be
made to an eligible dependent child. The death
benefit has never increased since it was
capped at its current amount in a 1954
amendment to the Social Security Act.2

This is just an overview. For more information
on survivor benefits and eligibility rules, visit the
SSA website, ssa.gov.
1 Fast Facts & Figures About Social Security, 2018

2 Research Notes & Special Studies by the
Historian's Office, Social Security Administration
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Quiz: How Much Have You Thought About Health and Health-Care
Costs in Retirement?
When planning for retirement, it's important to
consider a wide variety of factors. One of the
most important is health and its associated
costs. Thinking about your future health and the
rising cost of health care can help you better
plan for retirement in terms of both your
finances and overall well-being. This quiz can
help you assess your current knowledge of
health and health-care costs in retirement.

Questions
1. Health-care costs typically rise faster than
the rate of inflation.

True.

False.

2. You could need more than $500,000 just
to cover health-care costs in retirement.

True.

False.

3. Medicare covers the costs of long-term
care, as well as most other medical costs.

True.

False.

4. The southern, warmer states are generally
the healthiest places for seniors to live.

True.

False.

5. If you're concerned about health-care
costs in retirement, you can just delay your
retirement in order to maintain your
employer-sponsored health benefits.

True.

False.

Answers
1. True. The average inflation rate from 2010 to
2017 was less than 2%, while the average
spending on prescriptions, doctors, and
hospitals grew between 4% and 5%. From
1970 to 2017, annual per-capita out-of-pocket
spending on health care grew from about $600
to approximately $1,100 (in 2017 dollars).1

2. True. In 2017, America's Health Rankings
projected that a 45-year-old couple retiring in
20 years could need about $600,000 to cover
their health-care costs, excluding the cost of
long-term care. The same report projected that
about 70% of those age 65 and older will need
some form of long-term care services. And
according to the Department of Health and
Human Services, the average cost of a
one-year stay in a nursing home (semi-private
room) was $82,000 in 2016.2

3. False. Original Medicare Parts A and B help
cover inpatient hospital care, physicians' visits,
preventive care, certain laboratory and
rehabilitative services such as physical therapy,
and skilled nursing care and home health care
that are not long term. Medicare Part D helps
cover the cost of prescriptions (within certain
guidelines and limits). Medicare does not cover
several other costs, including long-term care,
dental care, eye exams related to eye glasses,
and hearing aids. Seniors may need to
purchase additional insurance to cover these
and other services not covered by Medicare.3

4. False. Interestingly, America's Health
Rankings found that the five healthiest states
for seniors were (1) Utah, (2) Hawaii, (3) New
Hampshire, (4) Minnesota, and (5) Colorado.4

5. Maybe true, maybe false. Many people
believe they will work well into their traditional
retirement years, both to accumulate as large a
nest egg as possible and to take advantage of
employer-sponsored health benefits (if offered
beyond Medicare age). While this is an
admirable goal, you may not be able to control
when you actually retire. In a 2018 retirement
survey, nearly 70% of workers said they
planned to work beyond age 65; 31% said they
would retire at age 70 or older. But the reality is
that nearly 70% of current retirees retired
before age 65. Many of those individuals retired
earlier than planned due to a health problem,
disability, or other unforeseen hardship.5

The bottom line is that while it's hard, if not
impossible, to predict your future health needs
and health-care costs, it's important to work
these considerations into your overall
retirement planning strategies. Take steps now
to keep yourself healthy — eat right, exercise,
get enough sleep, and manage stress. And be
sure to account for health-care expenses in
your savings and investment strategies.
1 Consumer Price Index, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
2018, and Peterson-Kaiser Health System Tracker,
2018

2 Preparing for Health Care Costs in Retirement,
America's Health Rankings, 2017, and
LongTermCare.gov, 2018

3 Medicare.gov

4 Senior Report, America's Health Rankings, 2018

5 2018 Retirement Confidence Survey, Employee
Benefit Research Institute

According to the 2018
Senior Report from
America's Health Rankings,
social isolation is
associated with increased
mortality, poor health status,
and greater use of
health-care resources. The
risk of social isolation for
seniors is highest in
Mississippi and Louisiana
and lowest in Utah and New
Hampshire.
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Key Retirement and Tax Numbers for 2019
Every year, the Internal Revenue Service
announces cost-of-living adjustments that affect
contribution limits for retirement plans and
various tax deduction, exclusion, exemption,
and threshold amounts. Here are a few of the
key adjustments for 2019.

Employer retirement plans
• Employees who participate in 401(k), 403(b),

and most 457 plans can defer up to $19,000
in compensation in 2019 (up from $18,500 in
2018); employees age 50 and older can defer
up to an additional $6,000 in 2019 (the same
as in 2018).

• Employees participating in a SIMPLE
retirement plan can defer up to $13,000 in
2019 (up from $12,500 in 2018), and
employees age 50 and older can defer up to
an additional $3,000 in 2019 (the same as in
2018).

IRAs
The combined annual limit on contributions to
traditional and Roth IRAs increased to $6,000
in 2019 (up from $5,500 in 2018), with
individuals age 50 and older able to contribute
an additional $1,000. For individuals who are
covered by a workplace retirement plan, the
deduction for contributions to a traditional IRA
is phased out for the following modified
adjusted gross income (AGI) ranges:

2018 2019

Single/head
of household
(HOH)

$63,000 -
$73,000

$64,000 -
$74,000

Married filing
jointly (MFJ)

$101,000 -
$121,000

$103,000 -
$123,000

Married filing
separately
(MFS)

$0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Note: The 2019 phaseout range is $193,000 -
$203,000 (up from $189,000 - $199,000 in
2018) when the individual making the IRA
contribution is not covered by a workplace
retirement plan but is filing jointly with a spouse
who is covered.

The modified AGI phaseout ranges for
individuals to make contributions to a Roth IRA
are:

2018 2019

Single/HOH $120,000 -
$135,000

$122,000 -
$137,000

MFJ $189,000 -
$199,000

$193,000 -
$203,000

MFS $0 - $10,000 $0 - $10,000

Estate and gift tax
• The annual gift tax exclusion for 2019 is

$15,000, the same as in 2018.
• The gift and estate tax basic exclusion

amount for 2019 is $11,400,000, up from
$11,180,000 in 2018.

Kiddie tax
Under the kiddie tax rules, unearned income
above $2,200 in 2019 (up from $2,100 in 2018)
is taxed using the trust and estate income tax
brackets. The kiddie tax rules apply to: (1)
those under age 18, (2) those age 18 whose
earned income doesn't exceed one-half of their
support, and (3) those ages 19 to 23 who are
full-time students and whose earned income
doesn't exceed one-half of their support.

Standard deduction

2018 2019

Single $12,000 $12,200

HOH $18,000 $18,350

MFJ $24,000 $24,400

MFS $12,000 $12,200

Note: The additional standard deduction
amount for the blind or aged (age 65 or older)
in 2019 is $1,650 (up from $1,600 in 2018) for
single/HOH or $1,300 (the same as in 2018) for
all other filing statuses. Special rules apply if
you can be claimed as a dependent by another
taxpayer.

Alternative minimum tax (AMT)

2018 2019

Maximum AMT exemption amount

Single/HOH $70,300 $71,700

MFJ $109,400 $111,700

MFS $54,700 $55,850

Exemption phaseout threshold

Single/HOH $500,000 $510,300

MFJ $1,000,000 $1,020,600

MFS $500,000 $510,300

26% rate on AMTI* up to this amount, 28%
rate on AMTI above this amount

MFS $95,550 $97,400

All others $191,100 $194,800

*Alternative minimum taxable income
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Women: Are you planning for retirement with one hand
tied behind your back?
Women can face unique
challenges when planning for
retirement. Let's take a look at
three of them.

First, women frequently step out of the
workforce in their 20s, 30s, or 40s to care for
children — a time when their job might just be
kicking into high (or higher) gear.

It's a noble cause, of course. But consider this:
A long break from the workforce can result in
several financial losses beyond the immediate
loss of a salary.

In the near term, it can mean an interruption in
saving for retirement and the loss of any
employer match, the loss of other employee
benefits like health or disability insurance, and
the postponement of student loan payments. In
the mid term, it may mean a stagnant salary
down the road due to difficulties re-entering the
workforce and/or a loss of promotion
opportunities. And in the long term, it may
mean potentially lower Social Security
retirement benefits because your benefit is
based on the number of years you've worked
and the amount you've earned. (Generally, you

need about 10 years of work, or 40 credits, to
qualify for your own Social Security retirement
benefits.)

Second, women generally earn less over the
course of their lifetimes. Sometimes this can be
explained by family caregiving responsibilities,
occupational segregation, educational
attainment, or part-time schedules. But that's
not the whole story. A stubborn gender pay gap
has women earning, on average, about 82% of
what men earn for comparable full-time jobs,
although the gap has narrowed to 89% for
women ages 25 to 34.1 In any event, earning
less over the course of one's lifetime often
means lower overall savings, retirement plan
balances, and Social Security benefits.

Third, statistically, women live longer than
men.2 This means women will generally need
to stretch their retirement savings and benefits
over a longer period of time.

1) Pew Research Center, The Narrowing, But
Persistent, Gender Gap in Pay, April 2018

2) NCHS Data Brief, Number 293, December 2017

How can I protect my personal and financial information
from credit fraud and identity theft?
In today's digital world,
massive computer hacks and
data breaches are common
occurrences. And chances

are, your personal or financial information is
now susceptible to being used for credit fraud
or identity theft. If you discover that you are the
victim of either of these crimes, you should
consider placing a credit freeze or fraud alert on
your credit report to protect yourself.

A credit freeze prevents new credit and
accounts from being opened in your name.
Once you obtain a credit freeze, creditors won't
be allowed to access your credit report and
therefore cannot offer new credit. This helps
prevent identity thieves from applying for credit
or opening fraudulent accounts in your name.

To place a credit freeze on your credit report,
you must contact each credit reporting agency
separately either by phone or by filling out an
online form. Keep in mind that a credit freeze is
permanent and stays on your credit report until
you unfreeze it. This is important, because if
you want to apply for credit with a new financial
institution in the future, open a new bank
account, or even apply for a job or rent an

apartment, you will need to "unlock" or "thaw"
the credit freeze with each credit reporting
agency.

A less drastic option is to place a fraud alert on
your credit report. A fraud alert requires
creditors to take extra steps to verify your
identity before extending any existing credit or
issuing new credit in your name. To request a
fraud alert, you only have to contact one of the
three major reporting agencies, and the
information will be passed along to the other
two.

Recently, as part of the Economic Growth,
Regulatory Relief and Consumer Protection Act
of 2018, Congress made several changes to
credit rules that benefit consumers. Under the
new law, consumers are now allowed to
"freeze" and "unfreeze" their credit reports free
of charge at all three of the major credit
reporting bureaus, Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion. In addition, the law extends initial
fraud alert protection to one full year.
Previously, fraud alerts expired after 90 days
unless they were renewed.
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