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Tax filing season is
here again. If you
haven't done so
already, you'll want
to start pulling things
together — that
includes getting your
hands on a copy of
your 2018 tax return
and gathering W-2s,
1099s, and

deduction records. You'll need these records
whether you're preparing your own return or
paying someone else to prepare your tax return
for you.

Don't procrastinate
The filing deadline for individuals is generally
Wednesday, April 15, 2020.

Filing for an extension
If you don't think you're going to be able to file
your federal income tax return by the due date,
you can file for and obtain an extension using
IRS Form 4868, Application for Automatic
Extension of Time to File U.S. Individual
Income Tax Return. Filing this extension gives
you an additional six months (to October 15,
2020) to file your federal income tax return. You
can also file for an extension electronically —
instructions on how to do so can be found in the
Form 4868 instructions.

Filing for an automatic extension does not
provide any additional time to pay your tax.
When you file for an extension, you have to
estimate the amount of tax you will owe and
pay this amount by the April filing due date. If
you don't pay the amount you've estimated, you
may owe interest and penalties. In fact, if the
IRS believes that your estimate was not
reasonable, it may void your extension.

Note: Special rules apply if you're living outside
the country or serving in the military and on
duty outside the United States. In these
circumstances, you are generally allowed an
automatic two-month extension (to June 15,
2020) without filing Form 4868, though interest
will be owed on any taxes due that are paid
after the April filing due date. If you served in a
combat zone or qualified hazardous duty area,
you may be eligible for a longer extension of
time to file.

What if you owe?
One of the biggest mistakes you can make is
not filing your return because you owe money.
If your return shows a balance due, file and pay
the amount due in full by the due date if
possible. If there's no way that you can pay
what you owe, file the return and pay as much
as you can afford. You'll owe interest and
possibly penalties on the unpaid tax, but you'll
limit the penalties assessed by filing your return
on time, and you may be able to work with the
IRS to pay the remaining balance (options can
include paying the unpaid balance in
installments).

Expecting a refund?
The IRS is stepping up efforts to combat
identity theft and tax refund fraud. New, more
aggressive filters that are intended to curtail
fraudulent refunds may inadvertently delay
some legitimate refund requests. In fact, the
IRS is now required to hold refunds on all tax
returns claiming the earned income tax credit or
the additional child tax credit until at least
February 15.

Most filers, though, can expect a refund check
to be issued within 21 days of the IRS receiving
a tax return.
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Is It Time to Review Your IRA Estate Planning Strategies?
The Setting Every Community Up for
Retirement Enhancement (SECURE) Act,
which was passed in December 2019 as part of
a larger federal spending package, included a
provision that warrants special attention from
those who own high-value IRAs. Specifically,
the "stretch" IRA provision — which permitted
nonspouse beneficiaries who inherited IRAs to
spread distributions over their lifetimes — has
been substantially restricted. IRA owners may
want to revisit their estate planning strategies to
help prevent their heirs from getting hit with
higher-than-expected tax bills.

The old "stretch" rules
Under the old rules, a nonspouse beneficiary
who inherited IRA assets was required to begin
minimum distributions within a certain time
frame. Annual distributions could be calculated
based on the beneficiary's life expectancy. This
ability to spread out taxable distributions over a
lifetime helped minimize the annual tax burden
on the beneficiary. In the past, individuals could
use this stretch IRA strategy to allow large IRAs
to continue benefiting from potential
tax-deferred growth for possibly decades.

Example: Consider the hypothetical case of
Margaret, a single, 52-year-old banking
executive who inherited a million-dollar IRA
from her 85-year-old father. Margaret had to
begin taking required minimum distributions
(RMDs) from her father's IRA by December 31
of the year following her father's death. She
was able to base the annual distribution amount
on her life expectancy of 32.3 years. Since she
didn't really need the money, she took only the
minimum amount required each year, allowing
the account to continue growing. Upon
Margaret's death at age 70, the remaining
assets passed to her 40-year-old son, who then
continued taking distributions over the
remaining 13.3 years of Margaret's life
expectancy. The account was able to continue
growing for many years.

The new rules
As of January 2020, the rules for inherited IRAs
changed dramatically for most nonspouse
beneficiaries.1 Now they generally are required
to liquidate the account within 10 years of the
account owner's death. This shorter distribution
period could result in unanticipated and
potentially large tax bills for high-value inherited
IRAs.

Example: Under the new rules, Margaret would
have to empty the account, in whatever
amounts she chooses, within 10 years. Since
she stands to earn her highest-ever salaries
during that time frame, the distributions could

push her into the highest tax bracket at both the
federal and state levels. Because the account
funds would be depleted after 10 years, they
would not eventually pass to her son, and her
tax obligations in the decade leading up to her
retirement would be much higher than she
anticipated.

Notable exceptions
The new rule specifically affects most
nonspouse designated beneficiaries who are
more than 10 years younger than the original
account owner. However, key exceptions apply
to those who are known as "eligible designated
beneficiaries" — a spouse or minor child of the
account owner; those who are not more than 10
years younger than the account owner (such as
a close-in-age sibling or other relative); and
disabled and chronically ill individuals, as
defined by the IRS. The 10-year distribution
rule will also apply once a child beneficiary
reaches the age of majority and when a
successor beneficiary inherits account funds
from an initial eligible designated beneficiary.

A word about trusts
In the past, individuals with high-value IRAs
have often used what's known as conduit — or
"pass-through" — trusts to manage the
distribution of inherited IRA assets. The trusts
helped protect the assets from creditors and
helped ensure that beneficiaries didn't spend
down their inheritances too quickly. However,
conduit trusts are now subject to the same
10-year liquidation requirements, so the new
rules may render null and void some of the
original reasons the trusts were established.

What can IRA account owners do?
IRA account owners should review their
beneficiary designations with their financial or
tax professional and consider how the new
rules may affect inheritances and taxes. Any
strategies that include trusts as beneficiaries
should be considered especially carefully.
Other strategies account owners may want to
consider include converting traditional IRAs to
Roths; bringing life insurance, charitable
remainder trusts, or accumulation trusts into the
mix; and planning for qualified charitable
distributions.
1 For account owners who died prior to December 31,
2019, the old rules apply to the initial beneficiary only
(i.e., successor beneficiaries will be subject to the
10-year rule).

The SECURE Act ushered in
changes that may have a
dramatic impact on IRA
estate planning strategies.
Account owners may want
to review their plans with
their financial professionals.

There are costs and
ongoing expenses
associated with the creation
and maintenance of trusts.
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The SECURE Act Offers New Opportunities for Individuals and
Businesses
The SECURE Act (Setting Every Community
Up for Retirement Enhancement Act) is major
legislation that was passed by Congress as part
of a larger spending bill and signed into law by
the president in December. Here are a few
provisions that may affect you. Unless
otherwise noted, the new rules apply to tax or
plan years starting January 1, 2020.

If you're still saving for retirement
To address increasing life expectancies, the
new law repeals the prohibition on contributions
to a traditional IRA by someone who has
reached age 70½. Starting with 2020
contributions, the age limit has been removed,
but individuals must still have earned income.

If you're not ready to take required
minimum distributions
Individuals can now wait until age 72 to take
required minimum distributions (RMDs) from
traditional, SEP, and SIMPLE IRAs and
retirement plans instead of taking them at age
70½. (Technically, RMDs must start by April 1
of the year following the year an individual
reaches age 72 or, for certain employer
retirement plans, the year an individual retires,
if later).

If you're adding a child to your family
Workers can now take penalty-free early
withdrawals of up to $5,000 from their qualified
retirement plans and IRAs to pay for expenses
related to the birth or adoption of a child.
(Regular income taxes still apply.)

If you're paying education expenses
Individuals with 529 college savings plans may
now be able to use account funds to help pay
off qualified student loans (a $10,000 lifetime
limit applies per beneficiary or sibling). Account
funds may also be used for qualified
higher-education expenses for registered
apprenticeship programs. Distributions made
after December 31, 2018, may qualify.*

If you're working part-time
Part-time workers who log at least 500 hours in
three consecutive years must be allowed to
participate in a company's elective deferral
retirement plan. The previous requirement was
1,000 hours and one year of service. The new
rule applies to plan years beginning on or after
January 1, 2021.

If you're an employer offering a
retirement plan
Employers that offer plans with an automatic
enrollment feature may automatically increase
employee contributions until they reach 15% of

pay (the previous cap was 10% of pay).
Employees will have the opportunity to opt out
of the increase.

Small employers may also benefit from new tax
credit incentives. The tax credit that small
businesses may take for starting a new
retirement plan has increased. Employers may
now take a credit equal to the greater of (1)
$500 or (2) the lesser of (a) $250 times the
number of non-highly compensated eligible
employees or (b) $5,000. The previous
maximum credit amount allowed was 50% of
startup costs up to a maximum of $1,000 (i.e., a
$500 maximum credit).

In addition, a new tax credit of up to $500 is
available to employers that launch a new
SIMPLE IRA or 401(k) plan with automatic
enrollment.

These credits are available for three years, and
employers that qualify may claim both credits.

*There are generally fees and expenses
associated with 529 savings plan participation.
Investments may lose money or not perform
well enough to cover college costs as
anticipated. Investment earnings accumulate on
a tax-deferred basis, and withdrawals are
tax-free if used for qualified higher-education
expenses. For withdrawals not used for
qualified higher-education expenses, earnings
may be subject to taxation as ordinary income
and possibly a 10% federal income tax penalty.
Discuss the tax implications of a 529 savings
plan with your legal and/or tax advisors; these
can vary significantly from state to state. Most
states offer their own 529 plans, which may
provide advantages and benefits exclusively for
residents and taxpayers, including financial aid,
scholarship funds, and protection from
creditors.

Before investing in a 529 savings plan, consider
the investment objectives, risks, charges, and
expenses carefully. Obtain the official
disclosure statements and applicable
prospectuses — which contain this and other
information about the investment options,
underlying investments, and investment
company — from your financial professional.
Read these materials carefully before investing.
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This information, developed by an
independent third party, has been
obtained from sources considered to
be reliable, but Raymond James
does not guarantee that the foregoing
material is accurate or complete. This
information is not a complete
summary or statement of all available
data necessary for making an
investment decision and does not
constitute a recommendation. The
information contained in this report
does not purport to be a complete
description of the securities, markets,
or developments referred to in this
material. This information is not
intended as a solicitation or an offer
to buy or sell any security referred to
herein. Investments mentioned may
not be suitable for all investors. The
material is general in nature. Past
performance may not be indicative of
future results. Raymond James does
not provide advice on tax, legal or
mortgage issues. These matters
should be discussed with the
appropriate professional.

What information will I need when shopping for an auto
insurance policy?
Shopping for auto insurance
might sound like a drag, but
it's important for you to have
appropriate coverage in the

event of an accident. Following are some
guidelines to consider when purchasing an auto
insurance policy.

• Gather information. Before you start
shopping, compile key information about
each vehicle you want to insure. This list
should include the year, make, and model of
each vehicle. Knowing your Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) may help you get
a more accurate quote. Be prepared to
answer questions about vehicle usage or
special after-market equipment installed in
your vehicle.

• Decide what you need. Whether you're
purchasing auto insurance for a new vehicle
or making changes to your existing policy, it's
important to be familiar with the different
coverage options that are available. Maybe
what you currently have doesn't meet your
needs, or perhaps your premium seems too
high.

Bear in mind that there may be a gap
between the minimum coverage your state
requires and how much you may actually
need.

• Shop around. When selecting an insurer,
ask questions. How long has the company
been selling auto insurance? Does it have a
good reputation? How is the company's
customer service and claims handling? Is it
able to provide the coverage you need at a
price you can afford? Answering these
questions could make it easier for you to
shop for the policy that's right for you.

• Ask about discounts. You could be eligible
for several discounts. These vary by state
and company but may include discounts for
multiple vehicles, anti-theft devices, and low
annual mileage.

• Compare quotes. Once you have a
collection of quotes, you need to compare
them. Review each quote for information
such as coverage levels, policy length, and
price. This will help you attain the best overall
value for your money as well as sufficient
protection for your vehicle.

Do I need to purchase flood insurance even if I don't
live in a high-risk area for floods?
It depends. Powerful storms,
inadequate drainage, melting
snow, and hurricanes can all
cause serious flooding

damage, even if you don't live in a high-risk
flood area. According to the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP), approximately 20%
of all flood insurance claims come from areas
outside high-risk flood zones. Since standard
homeowners insurance generally does not
cover damage directly caused by flooding, you
may want to consider purchasing flood
insurance, especially if you live in an area of
the country that is prone to severe weather
systems that could result in flood damage to
your home.

If you plan on purchasing flood insurance, it is
important to note that you can't simply buy flood
insurance as an endorsement to your current
homeowners policy. Instead, if eligible, you can
purchase a separate flood insurance policy
through an insurance company that participates
in the NFIP.

A flood insurance policy can provide flood
protection for both your home and its contents.
You can purchase up to $250,000 of coverage
for the building itself and up to $100,000 of
coverage for the contents. If the value of your
home exceeds the amount available through
the federal program, you may be able to buy
excess flood insurance through a private
insurer. Excess flood insurance covers
amounts above the $250,000 federal limit and,
unlike NFIP coverage, may cover your home for
its full replacement cost.

Keep in mind that even though flood insurance
offers some degree of protection for
flood-related basement damage, it doesn't
cover all types of damage. It also doesn't cover
events such as seepage or failure of a sump
pump and damage caused by sewer backups
unless it is directly related to a flood. For more
information on flood insurance, visit
floodsmart.gov.
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